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SCH #: 2003012112
Project Title:

McCormack-Williamson Tract Levee Modification and Habitat Restoration Project - Phase B

Lead Agency: California Department of Water Resources
Contact Name: Anitra Pawley
Email: Anitra.pawley@water.ca.gov

Phone Number: (916) 820-7572

Project Location: Unincorporated Sacramento County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The focus of this Supplemental EIR is to evaluate changes in circumstances under which the project is undertaken and
new available information since the North Delta EIR was certified in 2010, including changes to the physical environment
at MWT from flooding in 2017, subsequent abandonment of agricultural production, and construction of the Phase A
project components in 2018 and 2019. The Phase B project consists of levee modifications and habitat restoration.
Levee modifications include lowering sections of the MWT East and Southwest Levees and a section of the Mokelumne
River Levee and repairing a small section of the MWT West Levee. Habitat restoration consists of enhancing the
landside levee slope and habitat for the MWT East and Southwest Levees and modifying landform to restore previous
agriculture land to habitats–subtidal open water/shallow subtidal, tidal marsh, and riparian scrub/mixed riparian
woodland/valley oak woodland habitats. Additionally, the Phase B project includes decommissioning utilities on MWT,
including abandoned gas lines and gas wells and relocating SMUD distribution lines off MWT.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Please see Table ES-1 in the Draft Supplemental EIR for a full discussion of impacts and mitigation measures.
Without mitigation, the proposed project would have significant or potentially significant impacts on hydrology and water
quality; air quality; noise; biological resources; land use, agriculture, recreation, and economics; public health and
hazards; and cultural and Tribal cultural resources. Mitigation measures are proposed to reduce all impacts to
less-than-significant levels.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Areas of focus for the changes to the Phase B project and associated impacts are related to potential seepage and
groundwater increases, potential Delta salinity increases, potential impacts to valley elderberry longhorn beetle, and
increased flood impacts during a 10-year event. Inundation of MWT may raise groundwater levels at MWT and
potentially increase seepage on immediately adjacent tracts. Although the Phase B project would reduce the flood risk
for a 100-year flood, it has the potential to increase flood stage for a more frequent 10-year flood event at some locations
downstream. These effects include those discussed in this Supplemental EIR under the topics of hydrology described in
Chapter 3. Inundation of MWT would enable tidal exchange and potentially increase salinity levels in the Delta to some
extent. These effects include those discussed in this Supplemental EIR under the topics of water quality, vegetation and
wetlands, and fisheries and aquatics described in Chapter 3. The project would have impacts from construction and
inundation on many elderberry shrubs, the host plant for valley elderberry longhorn beetle, a species protected by the
Federal Endangered Species Act. These effects include those discussed in this Supplemental EIR under the topics of
wildlife described in Chapter 3.
An issue to be resolved is DWR’s selection of either the East Connection Option 1 or 2 for constructing new distribution
line segments. This selection will be made in close coordination with SMUD.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Potential responsible or trustee agencies include:
Reclamation District 2110
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Flood Protection Board
State Office of Historic Preservation
California State Lands Commissions
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Sacramento County
Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
Sacramento Municipal Utility District

