











































































































Finding

During implementation of the Proposed Project, hazardous materials would be used at the site.
Fuel would be transported and stored on-site to power construction vehicles and equipment which
also contain oils and lubricants. During Project activities, there is potential for hazardous materials
to be released, including gasoline, diesel fuel, oil, hydraulic fluid, and lubricants from vehicles and
other equipment. Implementation of mitigation measures that require training of all contractor and
subcontractor personnel regarding applicable environmental laws and regulations (MM-HAZ-1);
preparation and implementation of a HMBP (MM-HAZ-2) and a SPCCP (MM-HAZ-3) would
reduce any risk associated with the transport, use, disposal, or accidental release of these
substances to less-than-significant levels.

In addition, excavated, dewatered sediment will be hauled off-site for disposal/use. Based on the
known historical environmental impacts of mining in the watershed, sediments could potentially
contain metals that are considered hazardous to human health. A pre-Project investigation and
sampling of sediments was conducted on March 4, 2019. Sediment samples, which were collected
during high water conditions, were collected as grab samples from twelve locations within the
Project Site. These samples were evaluated for both inorganics and organics. The total metals
concentrations detected in the sediment samples were below the corresponding Total Threshold
Limit Concentration values for designation of hazardous waste in California. Complete sediment
sampling results are provided in Appendix E. As required by mitigation measure MM-HAZ-4,
NID will continue to conduct sediment sampling throughout implementation of the Project to
ensure proper disposal of excavated or dredged sediments. This measure requires sampling and
analysis of the soil for metals, and comparison of the results to applicable health screening levels.
The results of this analysis would indicate the appropriate disposal or use options for the sediments.
These measures would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental
impact identified in the Final EIR.

Impact 3.7-6: The Project involves an increase in truck trips along public roads
which could potentially affect implementation of an emergency response or
evacuation plan.

Mitigation Measures

e MM-TRA-2: Hazards Due to Truck Traffic. NID shall develop and implement a Traffic
Management Plan to minimize construction-related traffic safety hazards on the affected
roadways. To the extent practicable, the Traffic Management Plan will conform to the latest
edition of the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Temporary
Traffic Control. NID shall coordinate development and implementation of this plan with
the Nevada County Office of Emergency Services (OES), Caltrans and the Placer and
Nevada County Public Works Departments, as appropriate. The Traffic Management Plan
will include, but would not be limited to, the following elements:
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— Movement of large oversized equipment and hauling of materials of oversized vehicles
related to sediment barrier installation and removal shall be done by convoy using
applicable roadway standards.

— Develop and implement a plan for notifications and a process for communication with
affected Greenhorn Campground users and residents along affected roadways before
the start of construction. Public notification will include posting of notices at NID
website, Greenhorn Campground website, Placer and Nevada County Public Works
Departments’ websites, Nevada County OES, notices at the Project Site, and approved
private signage of construction activities. The notifications will include the
construction schedule, the location and duration of activities on each roadway (e.g.,
which roads/lanes, access points/driveways would be blocked on which days and for
how long, and alternative vehicle routes), and contact information for questions and
complaints.

— Maintenance of access for vehicles in and/or adjacent to roadways affected by
construction activities at all times. The contractor is, for the life of the Project,
responsible for ensuring that gravel, sand, soil, and other debris from the Project Site
is removed promptly from the bed and shoulders of all County roads.

— Evaluation of sight distances at three locations (intersection of the Project haul
road/You Bet Road; SR 174/You Bet Road, and SR 174/Greenhorn Access Road) using
design criteria from the Highway Design Manual (Caltrans 2018) and Nevada County
Improvement Standards. Where deficiencies occur, NID will develop site-specific
measures including, but not limited to, installing warning signs, conducting vegetation
removal, cutting back slopes, or other similar measures. Measures to address sight
distance deficiencies will be included in the Transportation Management Plan and
provided to Nevada County for review and approval prior to implementation.

Finding

To reduce impacts on the local transportation system, NID will be required to implement a Traffic
Control Plan (MM-TRA-2) which will include a requirement to provide notification to
administrators of police and fire stations, and ambulance service providers of the timing, location,
and duration of Project activities and impacts to local roadways; and to maintain access for
emergency vehicles in and/or adjacent to roadways affected by Project activities at all times. In
addition, the Project will be required to adhere to adopted emergency response and evacuation
plans. This measure would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental

impact identified in the Final EIR.
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Impact 3.7-7: Project activities, including the use of equipment and haul trucks,
introduce a potential fire risk, given the high hazard rating of the surrounding area.

Mitigation Measures

e MM-HAZ-5: The District will develop a Project-specific Fire Plan in consultation with
the fire department. The Fire Plan will include (but is not limited to) the following:

— Appropriate contacts and procedures to be followed in case of a fire-related emergency.

— Vehicles will not be parked and equipment will not be placed in areas where dry
vegetation could be ignited.

— Project work and staging areas, including the stockpiles, fuel and equipment storage,
the office trailer, and accessory buildings, shall be cleared of dried vegetation or other
materials that could serve as fire fuel.

— Any vehicles or equipment that normally include a spark arrester shall be equipped
with an arrester in good working order.

Vehicles will be required to carry small fire extinguishers and other equipment, as required by the
fire department, while traveling throughout the site.

Finding

The Project is located within a high fire hazard zone. Project activities, including the use of
equipment and haul trucks, introduce a potential fire risk, given the high hazard rating of the
surrounding area. During the fire season, which would coincide with Project activities, this is
considered a potentially significant impact. Mitigation Measure MM-HAZ-5 requires NID to
develop a Project-specific Fire Plan in consultation with the fire department. The Plan will include
measures to minimize the potential for ignition of fires, as well as protocols to be followed in the
case that a fire occurs. This measure would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant
environmental impact identified in the Final EIR.

3.2.6  Hydrology and Water Quality

The Final EIR has identified no effects or less-than-significant effects for Impacts 3.8-2
(groundwater), 3.8-4 (erosion leading to off-site flooding), 3.8-5 (exceeding the capacity of
existing stormwater systems), 3.8-6 (impeded or redirecting flood flows), and 3.8-7 (increased risk
of pollutants from tsunami, seiche, or mudflow). This section provides a discussion of potentially
significant effects related to Impacts 3.8-1, 3.8-3, and 3.8-8.
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Impact 3.8-1 and 3.8-3: The Project potentially could result in impacts to water
quality associated with release of fuels, increased erosion and turbidity, and
increase in the bioavailability of mercury.

Mitigation Measures
e MM-HYD-1: See above
o MM-HYD-2: See above
e MM-HYD-3: See above

Finding

Equipment and fuel in the staging areas, on the haul road, and in the Work Area could result in oil
and fuel pollution into Greenhorn Creek and Rollins Reservoir. Installing the sediment barrier in
Rollins Reservoir and road crossings across Greenhorn Creek, and implementing activities in the
Work Area (channelizing the creek, installation of dewatering pipes or excavation of dewatering
channels, sediment removal, and demobilization/ removal of equipment and material at the end of
the work season [typically November]) could elevate turbidity in Greenhorn Creek and Rollins
Reservoir. Also, dewatering of the existing channel and adjacent sediment and sediment removal
activities in the Work Area, particularly drainage of water from anoxic sediment and fluvial transport
of the sediment could increase the amount of methylmercury in the Greenhorn Creek and Rollins
Reservoir. Erosion during the wet season as a result of changes to the topographic structure in the
Work Area (due to sediment removal during the dry season) could cause increases in turbidity in
Greenhorn Creek and Rollins Reservoir. Finally, Although the Project, by removing fine sediment
from the Greenhorn Arm of Rollins Reservoir, reduces the total mercury load present in the system,
disturbances associated with the proposed sediment removal operations could increase the
bioavailability of mercury through transport in the water column and through methylation within
standing water bodies. NID will minimize the potential for impacts to water quality through
implementation of mitigation measures MM-HYD-1, MM-HYD-2, and MM-HYD-3. These
measures require development and implementation of a SWPPP that defines BMPs to be
implemented to minimize erosion and sedimentation or release of fuels or other substances; a
WQMP which includes compliance thresholds and adaptive management to address any water
issues should they arise; and a HMP that requires seasonal demobilization and annual visual
incision monitoring and photo documentation. These measures would avoid or substantially lessen
the potentially significant environmental impact identified in the Final EIR.

Impact 3.8-8: The Project could potentially affect water quality in a manner
inconsistent with the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San
Joaquin River Basins.

Mitigation Measures
e MM-HYD-1: See above
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o MM-HYD-2: See above
e MM-HYD-3: Sec above
o MM-HAZ-1: See above
o MM-HAZ-2: See above
o MM-HAZ-3: See above
e MM-HAZ-4: See above
o MM-HAZ-5: See above

Finding

Water quality in Greenhorn Creek and Rollins Reservoir is managed by the Central Valley
RWQCB under the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins
(Basin Plan). As described under Impact 3.8-1, the Project will incorporate a number of mitigation
measures to ensure consistency with Basin Plan standards. These include MM-HYD-1 which
requires implementing BMPs in accordance with a SWPPP, MM-HYD-2 which requires
preparation and implementation of a WQMP in consultation with the RWQCB, and MM-HAZ-1
through MM-HAZ-7, which collectively ensure proper management of hazardous materials, to
ensure that potential effects of the Project on water quality as a result of contamination from
equipment and fuels. These measures would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant
environmental impact identified in the Final EIR.

3.2.7 Recreation

The Final EIR has identified no effects or less-than-significant effects for Impact 3.11-2
(expansion or construction of recreational facilities). This section provides a discussion of
potentially significant effects related to Impact 3.11-1.

Impact 3.11-1: The project could potentially increase the use of other recreational
facilities on the reservoir.

Mitigation Measures

o MM-REC-1: The transport of equipment and materials along the Greenhorn Access Road
to SA-3 shall not occur on the July 4th holiday, or during the weekends immediately
preceding or following the July 4th holiday, except in emergency situations.

e MM-REC-2: A line of buoys and/or signage shall be placed at a distance of 200 feet
around the barge during installation of the sediment barrier to prohibit boaters from
entering the barrier installation Work Area. Under no circumstances shall boaters be
allowed to enter the Work Area delineated by the buoy line.
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Finding

Construction activities associated with the Proposed Project could displace visitors to other
recreation facilities during high-use periods, potentially increasing physical deterioration of those
facilities. Mitigation Measure MM-REC-1 restricts truck traffic during the July 4" holiday and
MM-REC-2 requires placement of buoy lines to keep boaters away from the sediment barrier
installation work areas while still allowing access to the main body of the reservoir. These
measures will facilitate continued use of the Greenhorn Campground, picnic area, boat launch, and
associated facilities during implementation of the Project. These measures would avoid or
substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental impact identified in the Final EIR.

3.2.8 Transportation

The Final EIR has identified no effects or less-than-significant effects for Impact 3.12-2 (conflict
with CEQA Guidelines §15064.3, subdivision b). This section provides a discussion of potentially
significant effects related to Impact 3.12-1, 3.12-3, and 3.12-4.

Impact 3.12-1: The Project would conflict with a program plan, ordinance, or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and
pedestrian facilities.

Mitigation Measures
e MM-TRA-1: County Road Maintenance.
— NID shall obtain from Nevada County an encroachment permit for use of SA-1.

— NID shall obtain from Nevada County a lease agreement for long-term (half-year) use
of SA-1. The lease agreement will specify maintenance, repair, and fee payment. The
agreement will also include NID’s obligation to maintain access through the site for
local residents and to maintain an area for continued solid waste pickup.

» If NID and Nevada County do not pursue the lease agreement for SA-1, NID will
instead use SA-2 and/or portions of the existing access road.

— NID shall pay to Nevada County all Traffic Impact Mitigation Fees required per Board
Resolutions 18-206. Payment of these fees by the project applicant would ensure that
the Project contributes its fair share of the cost of necessary for future improvements
to the regional roadway network.

~— = NID shall pay to Nevada County a reasonable tonnage fee commensurate to the
Project’s impacts and to other similar projects in Nevada County. The fee will be used
by the County, at its discretion, to repair the roads as needed.
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— Each year, prior to initiation of Phase 2 of the Project (i.e., excavation and hauling of
sediments), NID shall provide to Nevada County a list of roads that will be used for the
distribution of excavated materials for local sales within the County.

— Gravel, sand, soil, and other debris from the Project Site and affected roadways is
promptly removed from roads and shoulders.

Finding

The Project would result in increases in truck traffic on Interstate 80, State Route 174, the Greenhorn
Access Road, and You Bet Road, particularly during Phase 2 of the Project, during which sediment
would be removed and hauled off-site for disposal or sale. The Proposed Project would not
significantly increase traffic volumes on area roadways to unacceptable LOS standards. Although
the existing condition of area roadways are in good condition, over time truck loading would
contribute to deterioration of road conditions on County roads used for the Project. Mitigation
measure MM-TRA-1 would require that NID pay to Nevada County all Traffic Impact Mitigation
Fees required per Board Resolution 18-206, and a tonnage fee commensurate to the Project’s impacts
and to other similar projects in Nevada County, and would provide to the County a list of roads to
be used during distribution of excavated materials for local sale within the County. These fees will
be used by the County, at its discretion, to repair the roads as needed. In addition, gravel, sand, soil,
and other debris from the Project Site and affected roadways is promptly removed from roads and
shoulders. These measures would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant
environmental impact identified in the Final EIR.

Impact 3.12-3: The Project would potentially increase hazards due to a geometric
design feature or incompatible use.

Mitigation Measures
e MM-TRA-2: See above

Finding

As described previously, the Project would result in increased truck traffic which would create
hazards related to stopping sight distances at the intersection of the Project haul road/You Bet
Road; SR 174/You Bet Road, and SR 174/Greenhorn Access Road. In addition, increased truck
traffic could cause conflicts between boat launch traffic and truck traffic within the Greenhorn
Campground roadway has limited two-way capacity. NID will implement mitigation measure
MM-TRA-2, which commits NID to performance of an analysis of sight distance at three locations
(intersection of the Project haul road/Y ou Bet Road; SR 174/You Bet Road, and SR 174/Greenhorn
Access Road) using design criteria from the Highway Design Manual (Caltrans 2018) and Nevada
County Improvement Standards. Where deficiencies occur, NID will develop site-specific
measures including, but not limited to, installing install warning signs, convex high visibility
mirrors conducting vegetation removal, cutting back slopes, or other similar measures. Measures
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to address sight distance deficiencies will be included in the Transportation Management Plan and
provided to Nevada County for review and approval prior to implementation..

In addition, NID proposes to use SA-1, located in a County-owned and maintained right of way, and
the site is currently used to access a residence, and as a solid waste pickup area by local residents.
NID’s proposed use of SA-1 is therefore potentially incompatible with existing uses. In order to
minimize the potential to affect the resident access and solid waste pickup function of the site, NID
will implement mitigation measure MM-TRA-1, which commits NID to obtain from Nevada County
an encroachment permit and a lease agreement for long-term (half-year) use of SA-1. The lease
agreement will specify maintenance, repair, payment, and other applicable terms including NID’s
obligation to maintain access through the site for local residents and to maintain the existing solid
waste pickup area of the site. If NID and Nevada County opt not to pursue the lease agreement for
SA-1, NID will instead use SA-3.

These measures would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental
impact identified in the Final EIR.

Impact 3.12-5: The Project could impact emergency access as a result of increased
truck use during the fire season and along You Bet Road, which does not provide
adequate turnouts to allow trucks to yield to oncoming emergency vehicles.

Mitigation Measures

e MM-TRA-3: NID shall notify the Nevada OES annually at least 30 days prior to
commencing work. The Nevada County OES is responsible for coordinating with local
fire, police, and the Nevada County Public Works Department regarding maintaining safe
conditions during project implementation.

Finding

In the Project Area, SR-174 is considered a primary access route by the Nevada County OES. The
Proposed Project would result in an increase in haul truck traffic on area roadways and could
therefore impact emergency access. NID will implement mitigation measure MM-TRA-3, which
requires notification of the OES an annually at least 30 days prior to commencing work. The
Nevada County OES is responsible for coordinating with local fire, police, and the Nevada County
Public Works Department regarding maintaining safe conditions during project implementation.
This measure would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental impact
1dentified in the Final EIR

3.2.9 Public Utilities and Services

The Final EIR has identified no effects or less-than-significant effects to public services
(Impact 3.13-1, need for new governmental or public services); and no effects or less-than-
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significant effects to public utilities related to Impact 3.13-2 (relocation, expansion or construction
of water, electric, gas, or telecommunications facilities), 3.13-3 (effects to water supply), and
3.13-4 (effects to wastewater treatment capacity). This section provides a discussion of potentially
significant effects related to Impact 3.13-5 and 3.13-6.

Impact 3.13-5 and 3.13-6: Solid waste generated by the Project will be disposed of
consistent with federal, state, and local standards.

Mitigation Measures
e MM-HAZ-2: See above
o MM-HAZ-4: See above

Finding

The Project will not generate hazardous waste in excess of state or local standards, or in excess of
the capacity of local infrastructure. With implementation of Mitigation Measures MM-HAZ-2
(which requires development of a HMBP) and MM-HAZ-4 (which describes protocols for
appropriate disposal of sediments), the Project would be implemented consistent with federal,
state, and local management and reduction statutes, solid waste reduction goals. These measures
would avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental impact identified in
the Final EIR.

3.210 Wildfire

The Final EIR has identified no effects or less-than-significant effects for Impact 3.14-4 (increased
risk related to runoff, post-fire slope stability, drainage changes). This section provides a
discussion of potentially significant effects related to Impact 3.14-1, 3.14-2, and 3.14-3.

Impacts 3.14-1, 3.14-2, and 3.14-3: The Project would not substantially impair an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan and would not
require installation of infrastructure that would exacerbate fire risk.

Mitigation Measures
e MM-HAZ-5: See above

e MM-WF-1: In the event that the County, state, or other authorities declare a state of
emergency that involves evacuation on I-80 or other routes that may be used during
implementation of the Project, all non-essential operation of Project vehicles that could
affect evacuation routes would cease until the evacuation is no longer in effect.
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Finding

Emergency response and evacuation plans for the Project Site are described in the Emergency
Operations Plan for Nevada County and the Nevada Operational Area (Nevada County 2011).
Implementation of mitigation measure MM-HAZ-5 requires NID to develop and implement a
Project-specific Fire Plan, in consultation with the fire department, that would minimize the potential
for fire to occur, the reducing the potential need for enactment of local emergency response or
evacuation plans. Mitigation Measure MM-WF-1 requires cessation of Project-related truck traffic
and would minimize the potential, during a state of emergency, for County evacuation routes to be
impaired by truck traffic associated with the Proposed Project. These measures would avoid or
substantially lessen the potentially significant environmental impact identified in the Final EIR.

3.3 SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS THAT CANNOT BE MITIGATED TO
LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT LEVEL

A significant and unavoidable effect related to noise was identified for the Project. The findings are
provided below. Refer to Chapter 4 for the Statement of Overriding Considerations that outlines
specific reasons to support NID’s approval of the Project.

Impact 3.10-1: The Proposed Project would generate a substantial temporary
increase in ambient noise levels in excess of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies.

Mitigation Measures

e MM-NOI-1: When purchasing or replacing equipment, NID will use backup warning
devices available per current standards. To the extent feasible, the Project Site will be
designed to minimize the need to operate mobile machinery in reverse causing backup
warning alarms to activate. In addition, diesel generators would be equipped with silencers.

e MM-NOI-2: The stockpile shall be designed to minimize the need for haul trucks to back
up for loading and exiting.

e MM-NOI-3: Signs shall be posted to limit horn use unless required for employee and
public safety.

o MM-NOI-4: Noise minimization shall be a standard topic at operations meetings.

e MM-NOI-5: Construction activities shall be limited to between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. On Sundays and Federal holidays, no noise-

generating construction activities shall be permitted.

Finding

The Proposed Project would exceed the Nevada County daytime average noise level standard of
55 A-weighted decibels (dBA) equivalent sound level (Leq) and the daytime maximum noise level
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standard of 75 dBA maximum sound level (Lmax) at several residences adjacent to the Project Site.
Specifically, as shown in Table 1, below, noise levels resulting from annual sediment removal
activities at various locations within the Project Site would result in exceedance of the Nevada
County average daytime noise standard (55 dBA Leq) at 18 of 26 residences analyzed.

Table 1
Exceedance of County Daytime Noise Standard (55 dBA Leq)
at Six Locations within the Project Site.

Timeframe for Activities July-August July- August- July- Worst Case
Sediment Barrier Locations | November | November | November | All Sources
Residence Address Initial Inter. Final Stockpile | Work Area | Haul Trucks | Combined
6 16447 You Bet Road 58 (+3) 58 (+3)
9 15300 You Win Court 62 (+7) 62 (+7)
10 | 14641 Fifield Road 57 (+2) 57 (+2)
12 13822 Marie Lane 56 (+1) 56 (+1)
13 13801 Marie Lane 64 (+9) 64 (+9)
14 14000 Frederick Way 66 (+11) 66 (+11)
15 14097 Frederick Way 69 (+14) 69 (+14)
16 | 15111 You Win Court 70 (+15) 70 (+15)
17 15300 You Win Court 57 (+2) 68 (+13) 68 (+13)
18 [14203 Frederick Way 57 (+2) 69 (+14) 69 (+14)
19 14278 Frederick Way 57 (+2)
20 [ 14325 Frederick Way |57 (+2) |61(+6) |67 (+12) 64 (+9) 67 (+12)
21 15263 You Win Court 62 (+7) 62 (+7)
22 |21119 You Bet Road 56 (+1) 84 (+9) 64 (+9)
25 | [TOTSRolinsView Vg5 ,5) 161 (45) | 57 (+2) 63 (+8)
o |ITT2OR0NINSVieW 167 (,19) |63 (+g) 59 (+4) 67 (+12)
25 | [SHRlInS VoW 75,90) 64 (+9) [57(42) 62 (+7) 75 (+20)
26 | I91SRolineView 74 ,16) |62 (47) 61 (+6) 70 (+15)

In addition, as shown in Table 2 below, noise levels resulting from annual sediment removal
activities at various locations within the Project Site would result in exceedance of the Nevada
County average maximum noise standard (75 dBA Leq) at 2 of 26 residences analyzed.

Table 2
Exceedance of County Maximum Noise Standard (75 dBA L.q) at
Six Location within the Project Site.
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Timeframe for Activities July-August July- August- July- Worst Case
Sediment Barrier Locations | November | November | November | All Sources
Residence Address Initial Inter. Final Stockpile | Work Area | Haul Trucks | Combined
6 16447 You Bet Road ‘ 80 (+5) 80 (+5)
9% 17§41 Rollins View |80 (+5) . 80 (+5)
Drive

Note that these levels represent the loudest average and maximum noises that would be generated
during a construction day, rather than continuous ambient noise levels.

To reduce these impacts, NID will implement mitigation measures MM-NOI-1 through
MM-NOI-5. These measures include: (1) when purchasing or replacing equipment, NID will use
the latest, and least intrusive, backup warning devices available; and diesel generators will be
equipped with silencers; (2) the Stockpile Area shall be designed to minimize the need for haul
trucks to back up for loading and exiting; (3) signs shall be posted to limit horn use unless required
for employee and public safety; (4) noise minimization shall be a standard topic at operations
meetings; and (5) limiting construction hours. Due to the nature of the Project, with heavy
equipment mobilizing within the Work Area and Staging Areas 6 days per week, the lack of
setback areas that could minimize Project-generated noise, and because sensitive receptors are
elevated above the Work Area and would therefore not benefit from shielding noise sources, the
impact of exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of local standards would
be considered significant and unavoidable with mitigation incorporated.

3.4 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

The EIR identified that the Proposed Project would result in less than cumulatively considerable
effects for the following resources: aesthetics, biological resources, cultural resources, energy,
greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use
and planning, recreation, public utilities and services, and wildfire. The Project would contribute
to potentially cumulatively considerable effects to air quality; noise; and transportation, as
described below.

3.4.1 Air Quality

The Mountain Counties Air Basin (MCAB) has been designated as a federal and state nonattainment
area for O3 (ozone), and a state nonattainment area for PM 1o (coarse particulate matter). As described
previously, the Proposed Project would require implementation of mitigation to reduce PMio

emissions to less-than-significant levels. Collectively, the projects considered in the Final EIR would

not construct permanent new emissions sources and air quality impacts would be related primarily
to use of construction vehicles, including haul trucks. If implemented simultaneously, the Proposed
Project together with the Bear River, Hansen Bros. Enterprises, and Blue Lead Gold Mine projects
could remove up to 1,058,000 tons of material annually. While not quantified for all projects,
extensive use of haul trucks would be required for the transport and disposal of these materials.
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Considering that NOx emissions for the Bear River project would result in significant and
unavoidable impacts to air quality; the incremental contribution of the remaining projects could
potentially result in a cumulatively considerable impact to air quality in the MCAB.

3.4.2 Noise

Even with implementation of mitigation, the Proposed Project would exceed the Nevada County
daytime average and maximum noise level standard at several residences adjacent to the Project
Site. Simultaneous operation of other projects in the Greenhorn Creek Arm, including the Hansen
Bros. Enterprises and/or Blue Lead Gold Mine projects, could potentially contribute to noise
impacts for noise-sensitive receivers. Noise impacts from the Hansen Bros. Enterprises and/or
Blue Lead Gold Mine would only contribute small incremental effects to overall noise in the
cumulative analysis area. However, noise generated from the Proposed Project alone would have
a cumulatively considerable impact to noise-sensitive receivers for the reasons identified above.
Therefore, noise impacts associated with implementation of the Project are considered potentially
cumulatively considerable.

343 Transportation

You Bet Road is a two-lane County-maintained road that would be used for hauling sediment
excavated as part of the Proposed Project, the Hansen Bros. Enterprises project, and the Blue Lead
Gold Mine Project. Impacts to roadway conditions from the Proposed Project alone are considered
potentially significant, but would be mitigated to a less-than-significant level. However, under the
potential scenario in which the three projects are implemented simultaneously and at maximum
annual material removal levels (600,000 tons for Hansen Bros. Enterprises; 258,000 tons for the
Blue Lead Gold Mine; and 200,000 tons for the Proposed Project) truck traffic associated with the
disposal or distribution of excavated materials could result in significant impacts to both traffic
levels and road conditions along You Bet Road. In addition, any hazards associated with
emergency access and limited line-of-sight along the road may be exacerbated. These impacts
along You Bet Road would be considered potentially cumulatively considerable.

3.5 FEASIBILITY OF PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

When a lead agency has determined that, even after incorporation of mitigation, a project will
result in significant environmental effects, the lead agency must — prior to approving the project —
determine whether there are any project alternatives that are environmentally superior and feasible.
An alternative may ultimately be deemed infeasible if it fails to fully promote the lead agency’s
overarching purpose. Thus, even if a project alternative will avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effects of a Proposed Project, the lead agency may reject the alternative
if that alternative does not achieve project objectives.
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As required under CEQA Guidelines § 15126.6, NID analyzed two project alternatives, the No
Project and Reduced Production Alternatives.

The No Project Alternative would not meet any of the Project objectives. This alternative would
not remove accumulated sediments from the Greenhorn Arm of Rollins Reservoir and would not
make progress in restoring its historic water storage capacity. Suspended sediment from the
Greenhorn Arm would continue to migrate into the main body of the reservoir during high flow
events further reducing water storage capacity of the reservoir. This alternative would not restore
recreational opportunities and access, or reduce the total mercury in the Greenhorn Arm of
Rollins Reservoir.

The Reduced Production Alternative would meet all of the Project objectives to some extent, as it
would maintain the water storage capacity in the Greenhorn Arm of Rollins Reservoir through
annual removal of accumulated sediments; make progress in restoring the historic water storage
capacity in the Greenhorn Arm; prevent further migration of suspended sediment into the main
body of the reservoir; and restore recreational opportunities and access, and improve aquatic
habitat within the Greenhorn Arm. By reducing the maximum amount of sediment removed to
100,000 tons, this alternative would inhibit the timely realization of Project objectives since less
sediment could be removed than under the Proposed Project.

3.5.1 Environmentally Superior Alternative

The No Project Alternative would result in the least environmental impacts and would be the
environmentally superior alternative. All impacts associated with the Proposed Project would be
reduced under the No Project Alternative. However, the No Project Alternative fails to meet any
of the Project objectives. § 15126.6(e)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines states that if the
environmentally superior alternative is the No Project Alternative, the EIR shall also identify an
environmentally superior alternative among the other alternatives. In this case, the environmentally
superior alternative is the Reduced Production Alternative. This alternative would limit the amount
of sediment removed annually to 100,000 tons, resulting in reduced impacts in terms of air quality,
GHG emissions, and transportation (vehicle miles traveled). However, noise impacts under this
alternative would still be significant and unavoidable. By reducing the maximum amount of
sediment removed, this alternative would inhibit the timely realization of Project objectives.
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CHAPTER 4
STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

CEQA requires the decision-making agency to balance the benefits of a project against its
significant unavoidable impacts when determining whether to approve a project. If the benefits of
the project outweigh its unavoidable adverse environmental effects, those effects may be
considered acceptable (CEQA Guidelines § 15093 a and b). The lead agency must state in writing
the specific reasons, based on substantial evidence in the Final EIR, for deeming a project
acceptable when significant impacts are not avoided or substantially lessened. As described in
Section 3.3, the Proposed Project, even with incorporation of mitigation, would result in significant
unavoidable impacts related to noise (exceedance of Nevada County noise standards). In addition,
as described in Section 4.4, the Final FIR identified potentially cumulatively considerable effects
related to air quality, noise, and transportation. NID finds that this impact is outweighed by the
Proposed Project’s benefits.

The purpose of the Proposed Project is to remove sediments that have accumulated in the
Greenhorm Creek Arm of the Rollins Reservoir, resulting in a loss of an estimated 10,000 acre-feet
(17%) of storage capacity. While several areas of concern were identified during the public scoping
process (including traffic and road conditions; hours and days of operation; vibration and noise;
and signage and notification) the majority of these concerns (with the exception of noise) were
mitigated to less-than-significant levels through the CEQA process. No comments related to the
noise impacts disclosed in the Draft EIR were received during the public comment period.

The benefits of the project include:

e Maintaining or increasing water storage capacity in the Greenhorn Arm of Rollins
Reservoir.

e Preventing further migration of sediments from the Greenhorn Arm into the main body of
the reservoir

e Restoring recreation opportunities to the Greenhorn Arm of Rollins Reservoir
Each of these benefits are discussed below.

The Rollins Reservoir is a key facility that is part of NID’s Yuba-Bear Hydroelectric Project, which

generates electricity for and provides 117,500 acre-feet of total water deliveries to serve 6,000
agricultural and 18,900 domestic customers in its service area. There are no alternative surface
water supplies to the customers in NID’s service area. Nor is groundwater pumping a reliable
alternative. Recently, some of the wells relied on in the area have failed, and NID has expanded
its service to provide water to those people. As demand increases over time, a greater withdrawal
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from storage will occur to help meet this need. A major concern to the region’s water supply is
carryover storage, which if reduced will decrease the probability that NID can make the full water
deliveries demanded by the region if Critically Dry Water Years or consecutive Dry Water Years
occur. Removal of sediment, with the purpose of maintaining the reservoir’s water storage
capacity, will therefore help ensure continued water availability for a growing population within
NID’s service area.

Rollins Reservoir also represents an important recreation resource, with one study estimating that
visitors could generate up to $4.87 million annually in local spending (BAE Urban Economics
2019). Accumulated sediments have severely reduced water-based recreation opportunities within
the Greenhorn Creek Arm of Rollins Reservoir; and would continue to expand into the reservoir
if allowed to continue unabated. Removal of sediment would restore recreation opportunities in
the Greenhorn Creek Arm by increasing water depth and improving deep-water aquatic habitat
and boating access.

On balance, NID finds that the broader public benefit associated with the maintenance and
restoration of water storage capacity and recreation opportunities in the Greenhorn Creek Arm of
the Rollins Reservoir serves to override and outweigh significant and unavoidable, but intermittent
and temporary, noise impacts affecting 18 residences in the vicinity of the Project Site; as well as
potentially cumulatively considerable, but localized, effects associated with air quality, noise, and
transportation. Therefore, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15093, these adverse effects are
considered acceptable.
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