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Additionally comments were made during the public presentation portion of the public meeting. However, since
these individuals did not provide their names, the responses to the comments are not attributable to a specific
person. However, all comments from the public meeting have been responded to in Section 3.7.1.
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Standardized Letter

Comments Received

STANDARDIZED LETTER
A standardized letter was submitted by 151 commenters prior to the close of the public review
period on the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”). To avoid confusion, the
numbering of the bracketed comments is not sequential. Rather the numbering of the comments,
and the respective responses, corresponds to the numbering provided in the standardized letter
(i.e., the comments were not renumbered as part of the bracketing process). A single copy of the
standardized letter (with comments bracketed) is provided in the beginning of this section,
followed by the numbered letters in alphabetical order by last name.
Some commenters provided additional comments beyond those presented in the standardized
letter. For those letters, the supplemental comments are bracketed. The comments with
supplemental comments are noted with a (sc) in the listing below. Several people submitted the
standardized letter more than once. Both copies of the letter are included and there is a number
next to the persons’ name that indicates more than one copy of the standardized letter was
submitted. The standardized letter was submitted by the following entities during the public
review period:
A
Brian Alters and Kim BeDell
Ashwill and Associates,
submitted by Greg Ashwill

C (cont.)
Kim James Charney, MD (1)
Kim James Charney, MD (2)
Min Chu (1)
Marc Atkin
Min Chu (2)
Marj Austin
Min Chu (3)
Alan Ayria
Min Chu (4)
B
Mary Citrano
Lu Baker
Daniel Clark
Thomas Baker
Jean G. Clark
Balboa Financial, submitted by Teryn Clarke, MD
Scott Duntley (sc)
Paul Cohen
Liz and Bob Barman
Terri Cohen
Martha Beauchamp
Judy Cooper
Robert and Linda Boyd (sc)
John Cotton
Cynthia and David Bright(sc)
Carol and Gary Crane
Edwina Broderick (sc)
Victoria Cubeiro
Anita Brown (sc)
Tamara and Jeff Current
Nancy Brown
D
Sean and Monica Burke
Chris and Ed Danoff
J. Robert Egan and Kimberly
Mary Allyn Dexter
Burrows-Egan
Nicolas Burtnyk
E
C
Mary Jane Edalatpour
Heather Carlino
Julia Edwards
Astrid Carlson
Marilyn Elmer

F
Ronda Fay
Marsha Ferrall
Mary Finlay
Robert Finlay
Rebecca and Jason Finney
Barbara Foley
Dan Foley
J.D. Fox
Shirley Fox and Charles C.
Deandorff
Alistair and Fiona Fraser
Adrienne Frederiksen (sc)
Torben Frederiksen (sc)
Carlita and Win Fuller
Stacie Fults
G
Matt Galt
Annette Giermann (1)
Annette Giermann (2)
Kenny and Nyna Goldberg (sc)
Patrick Gormley
Barbara Griffith
H
Nancy Halvorsen
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H (cont.)
Walter Harriman
Kathy Harrison (sc)
Tabitha May Hasin
George Hauser
William W. Hughes Jr.
J
Carolyn G. Johnson
Julie Johnson
Clifton and Gail Jones
James Jordan
K
Marsha and Pat Kendall
Ray and Elizabeth Kennedy
Linda Geller Kensey
Mark Knaeps (sc)
Stacy Kramer and Nathanael
Singer
L
Michele Lovenduski
M
Linda J. Martin
Nicole D. Martin
James E. and Alison
McCormick III
McMonigle Group, submitted
by Manal Bozarth (sc)

O
Carey L. O’Bryan IV, MD
Margo O’Connor (sc)
Ann O’Neil
Bonnie and Dan O’Neil
Firooz R. Oskooi, MD
P
Peggy and Michael Palmer (sc)
Jon B. Patton
William R. Patton (1)
William R. Patton (2)
Lorian K. Petry
Darcy Post
Edward Post (sc)
Nrapendra Prasad
Janet H. Probst (sc)
R
Stephanie, Steve, Lauren, and
Chase Rados
Dale Ransom
Drs. Gail and Sorel Reisman
Nicole F. Reynolds
Catherine Richards
L. Janni Richardson

Ginny Riley
Vicki and Don Ronaldson
John Meindl
Paul Root
Susan Menning (sc)
John C. and Kristin H. Rowe (sc)
Whitney Moad
S
Beverly Blais Moosmann
Elisabeth and Andrew Schutz
Bob Moosmann
Christina Schwindt (sc)
Robert Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Sciarra
N
Matthew Shaw
Nautical Luxuries, submitted by Terry P. Shea
Daisy Cathcart
Terry A. Sheward
David and Jan New
Carrie Slayback
Randall and Carol Nunnelly
Brad Smith

S (cont.)
Gregory and Joyce Smith
Marion Smith (sc)
Dr. F. Soulati and Mrs. G.
Soulati
Tracy Specter
Lisa Stanton
Joani Stavale
Louis J. Stavale
Julie Stephenson
Rick Strack (1)
Rick Strack (2)
Louise J. Stuart and Craig S.
Davis
Vikki Swanson (sc)
T
Shannon Tarnutzer
Karen Taylor
Elizabeth Thamer
Laura Thomson
Shelly Trainor (1)
Shelly Trainor (2)
V
Fini Van Natta
Earl Votolato
Kimberly Votolato
W
Ronnie and Cathy Weinstein
Portia Weiss
Richard Weiss
Thomas and Laura White
Kammi and Steve Wilson
Steve and Kammi Wilson

In addition to the commenters listed above, ten people submitted the standardized letter after
the end of the public review period. These individuals are listed in Section 3.8.
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Comments Received

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length,
with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment”
on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read
through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their
comments and questions in the time allotted.

1

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations
and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits
of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.

2

Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

2-a

b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

2-b

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at
JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?

2-c

d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting [sic] fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven
aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?

2-d

e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at
JWA?

2-e

f.

How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft
based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and
neighboring communities?

2-f

g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic,
including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?

2-g

h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?

2-h

i.

Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a
24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
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j.

How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA
through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities?

k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l.

If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a
cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?

2-j
2-k
2-l

m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly
basis?

2-m

n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing
numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in
detail.

2-n

o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the
GAIP is approved?

2-o

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour
period if the GAIP is approved?

2-p

q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately
owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?

2-q

r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

2-r

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace
existing flight schools?

2-s

t.

If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap
or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?

u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours
for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no,
why not?
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3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to
the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is
submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution
that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft
and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have
serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP
is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities.

3-1

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include
the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-NEO is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

3-2

Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better
controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?

3-a

b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how
many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?

3-b

c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?

3-c

d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay
departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by
commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this
would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would
replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these
neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?

3-d

e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be
accommodated by JWA?

3-e

f.

How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted
from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is
the basis for the analysis?

3-f

g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation
specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no,
why not?

3-g

h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly
has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been
drawn? If no, why not?

3-h
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4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”).
It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight
patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different
emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to
more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of
JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports,
over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses,
while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive
decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research
studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within
10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10
miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

4

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than
significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and
residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the
impact these populations have not been considered, why not?

4-a

b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the
impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as
they relate to children?

4-b

c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research
concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of
airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?

4-c

d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures
from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants?

4-d

e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would
result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If
no, why not?

4-e
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f.

In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels
that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

4-f

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to
the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be
followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the
differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change
upon approval of the GAIP.

5

Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?

5-a

b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated
under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be
caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?

5-b

c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will
be the changes?

5-c
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Letter 139
From:
Sent:
To:

Brian Alters <brian.alters@sbcglobal.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:35 AM
EIR627

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated toarrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a negative impact to the community interms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not beenconsidered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over
Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Drs. Brian Alters and Kim BeDell
309 Signal Rd
Newport Beach
Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 140
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Greg Ashwill <greg@ashwill.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 12:27 PM
EIR627
Comments to General Aviation Improvement Program - Draft EIR
SKM_C55818112113310.pdf

Dear Ms. Choum,
Please see the attached letter.
Thank you for your consideration,
Greg J. Ashwill, SIOR
ASHWILL ASSOCIATES
Commercial Real Estate

21660 E. Copley Drive, Suite 195
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
909.612.9898 direct
909.612.9900 main
909.363.8850 efax
909.633.5351 cell
Agent Lic#00943299
greg@ashwill.com| www.ashwill.com
The information contained in this electronic communication, as well as in any attachments, is privileged and confidential and intended solely for use by the
addressee(s). Any other use, dissemination, or copying of this electronic communication is strictly prohibited and is an interference with ASHWILL ASSOCIATES
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE'S confidential business relationships. If you received this communication in error, please notify me immediately and permanently
delete the original and any electronic or printed copies of this electronic communication. ASHWILL ASSOCIATES COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES
makes no representation regarding the absence of any virus in any attachment and expressly disclaims any responsibility for any damage suffered from the
presence of a virus.
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Letter 141
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Marc Atkin <marcatkin1@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 10:47 AM
EIR627
re: Curbing noise and pollution from John Wayne Airport
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

Ms. Choum,
Please see attached letter.
Thanks,
Marc Atkin
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1

3-284

Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Marc Atkin
431 Promontory Drive E Newport Beach Ca 92660
Marcatkin1@gmail.com
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Letter 142
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

M AUSTIN <MARJAUSTIN@msn.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:46 AM
EIR627
Scan_20181121.png
Scan_20181121.png

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Letter 143
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Alan Ayria <alan.ayria@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:57 PM
EIR627
Letter
Letter to JWA Land Use Mgr re Comments on EIR.20Nov2018.docx

Please note my letter with comments re EIR.
thank you,
Alan
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail to: EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum, Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft EIR (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum,
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for review/comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3)
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain to the efficiency and economic benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
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c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller, privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
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u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4)
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that GAIP will be not significantly cause negative
impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the
additional noise and pollution to be created; especially, considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is
approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
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g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4)
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
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b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in-depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns
Comment: Although DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as
to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if GAIP is approved? If yes,
what changes?
Please keep me informed of any developments related to tis DEIR, including public
notices in regards to GAIP and Notice of Availability of Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Alan Ayria
2000 Vista Cajon, NB 92660; alan.ayria@gmail.com
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (
SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the f
ollowing are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEI
R”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement
Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comme
nts due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pag
es in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general publi
c are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the ge
neral public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficientl
y understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allo
tted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airpo
rt operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regardi
ng the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertai
n the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns f
or the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period?
If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
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maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negati
ve impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., i
s unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the a
dditional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded f
uel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours u
nder GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-revi
ewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approv
ed that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealis
tic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft usi
ng JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation
and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated?
If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
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limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relie
s heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) f
or its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR i
s misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementat
ion of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that a
re flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions a
nticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To s
uggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsuppor
ted by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential healt
h impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on chi
ldren. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting
only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential deve
lopment approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In r
esponse, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-revie
wed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flight
s, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight pat
hs. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respirat
ory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high b
lood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and great
er cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health aff
ects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thou
sands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departu
re paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
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c.
d.
e.
f.

including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased
noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no,
why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is u
nclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what
flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarif
ication is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft depa
rture patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
I agree with the above.
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me in
formed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards t
o the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Lu Baker
Holmwood Drive
Newport Beach 92663
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November 17, 2018
Via Electr onic Mail
EIR627@ocair .com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Air way Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA92626
Re: General Aviation Impr ovement Pr ogr am – Dr aft Envir onmental Impact Repor t
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concer ned r esident of Newpor t Beach,the
following ar e my comments r egar ding the Dr aft Envir onmental Impact Repor t (“
DEIR”) per taining to the pr oposed John Wayne Air por t General Aviation
Impr ovement Pr oject (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Co mple xity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Co mment:
The DEIR was made available for public r eview on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incr edibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although member s of the general
public ar e invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most member s of
the general public ar e ill equipped to r ead thr ough the entir ety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and r espond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be pr ovided for the r eview and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3) .
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
air por t oper ations and pr ofitability.
Comment: As you ar e sur ely awar e, under the r ecently enacted FAAReauthor ization
Act of 2018, ther e ar e numer ous sections that addr ess community concer ns
r egar ding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Pr oject Objectives clear ly
per tain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concer ns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating fr om JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonr esident cor por ate jet air cr aft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local cor por ate jet air cr aft?
c. Have local cor por ations been sur veyed r egar ding their inter est in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their r esponses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of pr ivately owned piston-power ed
dr iven air cr aft owner s who have histor ically based their air cr aft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP r esult in a decr ease of smaller pr ivately owned piston-power ed
air cr aft at JWA?
f. How does a decr ease in the number of smaller pr ivately owned pistonpower ed air cr aft based at JWAand an incr ease in lar ger GAjet air cr aft,
benefit Newpor t Beach and neighbor ing communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departur e and ar rival of GAjet
tr affic, including lar ger cor por ate air cr aft, which will be displacing smaller GA
pr ivate planes?
h. Has it been deter mined how many additional GAjet air cr aft departur es will
occur in a 24-hour per iod under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will ther e be a cap or a maximum number of GAjet air cr aft departur es
allowable dur ing a 24-hour per iod? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating lar ge cor por ate jet
air cr aft at JWAthr ough building additional hangers, benefit Newpor t Beach
and other neighbor ing communities?
k. Will the GAIP r esult in an incr ease of inter national flights to JWAvia GA jet
air cr aft?
l. If the GAIP incr eases the number of inter national flights in and out of JWA,
will ther e be a cap or maximum number allowed dur ing any a 24-hour per iod?
If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many inter national flights ar e anticipated to ar rive at JWAon a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security scr eening will be conducted r egar ding the
incr easing numbers of lar ger inter national GAair cr aft if the GAIP is appr oved?
Please descr ibe in detail.
o. What is the pr edicted net aver age daily change in air cr aft departur es and
ar rivals if the GAIP is appr oved?
p. How many GA pr ivately owned jets will JWAbe capable of handling dur ing a
24-hour per iod if the GAIP is appr oved?
q. How many over night hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
pr ivately owned jet air cr aft if the GAIP is appr oved?
r . What will be the economic benefit to JWAif the GAIP is appr oved?
s. If the GAIP is appr oved, will existing flight schools be per mitted to continue
their oper ations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet air cr aft flight
instr uction r eplace existing flight schools?

2

3-311

t. If any flight schools specializing in jet air cr aft flight instr uction ar e
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of tr aining departur es and
ar rivals dur ing a 24-hour per iod be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet air cr aft flight instr uction ar e
anticipated, will hour s for their oper ation and tr aining flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hour s? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusio ns that Environ mental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4) .
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in ter ms of noise, air quality, hazar dous mater ials,
etc., is unr ealistic. It is submitted that ther e has been an insufficient consider ation of
the additional noise and pollution that will be cr eated;especially consider ing the
leaded fuel mixtur e used by pr ivate GA jet air cr aft and their exemption fr om cur few
hour s under GAr egulations. Ther e have been numer ous studies r epor ted in many
peer-r eviewed scholar ly jour nals that air por t noise and pollution have ser ious
health impacts for neighbor ing communities. It is unr ealistic to conclude that if the
GAIP is appr oved that ther e will be no significant negative envir onmental impact to
Newpor t Beach and other neighbor ing communities.
Further mor e, the assumptions suppor ting the noise analysis ar e flawed and
unr ealistic. The pr ojection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Air bus A320
air cr aft using JWAwill include the quieter 737-MAXand Air bus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agr eement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GAjet air cr aft have a long histor y of violating noise limits, how will this be
better contr olled, especially given the cur rent lack of r egulation of the GAjet
air cr aft fleet?
b. Is an incr ease in GAjet air cr aft nighttime ar rivals and departur es anticipated?
If yes, how many nighttime ar rivals and departur es ar e anticipated?
c. Will JWAplace a cap or limit on the number of nighttime ar rivals and
departur es of GAjet air cr aft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departur e patter n by the lar ge cor por ate jets on the same
neighbor hood impacted by commer cial departur es consider ed in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
incr ease in commer cial departur es that would r eplace air cr aft that wer e
pr eviously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbor s, why
wasn’t this consider ed?
e. If the GAIP is appr oved, what would be the lar gest GAjet air cr aft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
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f. How would the noise fr om departing lar ge GAjet air cr aft compar e with the
noise emitted fr om the commer cial jet fleet cur rently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will ther e be a limitation on lar ge GAjet departur es? Will ther e be any such
limitation specifically dur ing the existing cur few hour s? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consider ation the Next-Gen satellite-pr ecision concentr ated flight paths that
have clear ly has a significant negative impact on Newpor t Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been dr awn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4) .
Comment: Although r elated to the above comment, the health r isk analysis ( “HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extr emely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also r elies
heavily on the EIR submitted dur ing the 2014 Settlement Agr eement (“EIR 617”) for
its health r isk analysis ( “HRA”). It is submitted that r eliance on the pr evious EIR is
misplaced. EIR 617 r elied on existing 2014 flight patter ns pr ior to the
implementation of the FAANext Gen concentr ated satellite dr iven pr ecision flight
patter ns that ar e flown today. Further mor e, the DEIR does not anticipate the
differ ent emissions anticipated fr om the expected incr ease in GAjet air cr aft if the
GAIP is appr oved. To suggest that ther e will be a minimal incr ease in emissions is
unr ealistic and unsuppor ted by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health
impacts to mor e sensitive member s of the community, especially the impact on
childr en. The DEIR discusses “sensitive r eceptor s” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
r esidential development appr oximately 855 feet fr om the boundary of JWAand
air por t wor ker s. In r esponse, ther e have been numer ous studies conducted and
published in peer-r eviewed scholar ly jour nals about the ser ious health issues
caused by air por ts, over flights, departur es and ar rivals on childr en and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confir med that childr en
suffer cognitive deficits and r espir ator y illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue str ess, heart disease, high blood pr essur e, cognitive decline, auditor y
pr oblems, heart attacks, str okes and gr eater cancer r isk. Similar ly, r esear ch studies
have concluded that the adver se health affects fr om air por t pollution ar e pr esent
within 10 miles of an air por t. Ther e ar e thousands of childr en in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles fr om the JWAdepartur e paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

Questions:
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a. In ar riving at the conclusion that the envir onmental impact of the GAIP is “
less than significant,” what consider ation has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, par ks and r esidential ar eas located within a close pr oximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been consider ed, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptor s section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t ther e an in depth discussion of
health concer ns especially as they r elate to childr en?
c. Did the County in the pr epar ation of the DEIR r eview and consider r ecent
r esear ch concer ning the health and welfar e of populations living within a
close pr oximity of air por ts? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the tr ue net incr ease in pollutants fr om the new air cr aft population
departur es fr om JWAas the fuel mixtur e is differ ent and heavier in car bon
and par ticulate pollutants?
e. In pr epar ing the DEIR, was ther e any consider ation of the added pollution
that would r esult fr om the incr ease in GAjet air cr aft combined with the
existing commer cial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In pr epar ing the DEIR, was ther e any consider ation of the impact of incr eased
noise levels that would r esult fr om nighttime flights of GAjet air cr aft? If no,
why not?
5. Flight Patter ns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states ther e will be no change in flight patter ns, it is
unclear as to the flight patter ns that wer e used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patter ns would be followed by GAjet air cr aft upon appr oval of the GAIP.
Clar ification is needed to assess the differ ences between GAand commer cial air cr aft
departur e patter ns and how they might change upon appr oval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GAjet air cr aft added to JWAthr ough the GAIP follow the existing
flight patter ns pr esently used by commer cial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metr oplex?
b. If the GAjet air cr aft added thr ough the GAIP will follow the flight patter ns
mandated under the SoCal Metr oplex, has ther e been any consider ation as to
the impact that will be caused by the incr ease in air tr affic over Newpor t
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will ther e be any changes in GAflight patter ns if the GAIP is appr oved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consider ation of my comments and questions. Please keep me
infor med of all developments r elated to this DEIR, including public notices in
r egar ds to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
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Sincer ely,
Thomas Baker
Newpor t Beach, 92663
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
I am a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

___________________________________________
Scott Duntley
Owner
1106 Santiago Dr.,
Newport Beach, CA 92660
949-278-7127
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Letter 147
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Liz Barman <barman.liz@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:14 PM
EIR627
Airport Expansion
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

1

3-323

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Liz and Bob Barman
6 Rue Saint Cloud
Newport Beach, California 92660
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Letter 148
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Martha Beauchamp <mimi4x@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 8:05 AM
EIR627
GAIP

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated toarrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a negative impact to the community interms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not beenconsidered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over
Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Martha Beauchamp
83 Ocean Vista
Newport Beach, CA 92990
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses
1
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efficiency and economical benefits ofthe GAIP with no indication ofconcerns for the
communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating firom JWA.
Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit oflocal corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their
jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven
aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number ofsmaller privately owned piston- powered
aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GAjet aircraft, benefit Newport
Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival ofGAjet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA
private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GAjet aircraft departures will occur
in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? Ifno, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number ofGAjet aircraft departures allowable
during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP,with its goal ofaccommodating large corporate jet aircraft at
JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other
neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase ofintemational flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?

1. Ifthe GAIP increases the number ofintemational flights in and out ofJWA,will
there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many intemational flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. Wliat type ofTSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers oflarger intemational GA aircraft ifthe GAIP is approved?
Please describe in detail.

o. Wliat is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals
ifthe GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24hour period ifthe GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft ifthe GAIP is approved?
r. W^at will be the economic benefit to JWA ifthe GAIP is approved?
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s. Ifthe GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue thenoperations? Ifnot, will flight school(s)specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing injet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated,
will a cap or maximum number oftraining departures and arrivals during a 24hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?

u. Ifany flight schools specializiug injet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated,
will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will
be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are InsignilBcaiit(Section 4t.

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative
impact to the community in terms ofnoise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration ofthe

additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA
regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly
journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that ifthe GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities.

Furthermore,the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic.
The projection that by 2016,40% ofthe Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA
will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in
conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:

a. As GAjet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack ofregulation ofthe GAjet
aircraft fleet?

b. Is an increase in GAjet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If
yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number ofnighttime arrivals and departures
ofGA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? Ifno, why not?
d. Why wasn't the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back
Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood
impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section ofthe
Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial

3-337

e.
f.

g.

h.

departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff
and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn't this considered?
Ifthe GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GAjet aircraft that would be
accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GAjet aircraft compare with the noise
emitted from the commercialjet fleet currently using JWA? Ifthis analysis has
been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Mil there be a limitation on large GAjet departures? Mil there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the
limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions ofno significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have
clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis(Section 4k

Comment:Although related to the above comment,the health risk analysis("HRA")in
Section 4 ofthe DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies
heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement("EIR 617")for its
health risk analysis("HRA"). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is
misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of
the FAANext Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore,the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated
from the expected increase in GAjet aircraft ifthe GAIP is approved. To suggest that
there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefiilly deficient in its discussion ofthe potential health
impacts to more sensitive members ofthe community,especially the impact on children.
The DEIR discusses "sensitive receptors" and "sensitive populations" noting only those
closest to the boundaiy ofJWA,specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary ofJWA and airport workers. In response,there
have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals
about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on
children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed
that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research
studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles ofan airport. There are thousands ofchildren in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live
imder the flight paths.
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Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact ofthe GAIP is'4ess
than significant," what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields,
parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight
paths ofJWA? Ifthe impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section ofthe DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn't there an in depth discussion of health
concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation ofthe DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare ofpopulations living within a close
proximity ofairports? Within 10 miles ofJWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and
particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR,was there any consideration ofthe added pollution that
would result from the increase in GAjet mrcraft combined with the existing
commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR,was there any consideration ofthe impact ofincreased
noise levels that would result from nighttime flights ofGA jet aircraft? If no, why
not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment:Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what
flight patterns would be followed by GAjet aircraft upon approval ofthe GAIR
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft

departure patterns and how they might change upon approval ofthe GAIR
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight
patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. Ifthe GAjet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the
impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
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c.

there be any changes in GA flight patterns ifthe GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR,including public notices in regards to
the GAIP and the Notice ofAvailability ofthe Final EIR.
Sincerely,

^(include your name,home and
email address)

ote/Io

/3^ac/)
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Letter 150
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?

2
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?

3
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?

5
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Cynthia and David Bright
1133 Santa Barbara Drive, Newport Beach, CA 93660
cpbright@earthlink.net
hdbright@earthlink.net
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Letter 154
From:
Sent:
To:
Attachments:

Monica Burke <monicabburke@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:22 PM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Sean and Monica Burke
413 Cabrillo Terrace
Corona Del Mar, 92625
Monicaspud@roadrunner.com
Sean@Seanmburke.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 155
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimberly Burrows-Egan <kburrows.egan@me.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:13 PM
EIR627
Environmental impact by NOISE from JWA

Ms. Lea Choum Land Use Manager at JWA 3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072) Dear Ms.
Choum: As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport
General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for
Comment: The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018. Comment: This is an incredibly complex and
detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the
general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill
equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their
comments and questions in the time allotted. Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and
comment to the DEIR? 2. Project Objectives (Section 3). This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which
appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability. Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently
enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding
the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical
benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating
from JWA. Questions: a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the
benefit of local corporate jet aircraft? c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet
of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes,
how? e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does
a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities? g. What is the basis for the
assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes? h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum
number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How
does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities? k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of
international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out
of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not? m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis? n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is the predicted net
average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many GA privately owned
jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q. How many overnight
hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved? r. What
will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools
be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction
replace existing flight schools? t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a
cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will
be the maximum number? If no, why not? u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why
not? 3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4). Comment: The DEIR conclusion
that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality,
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hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the
additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA
jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies
reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities. Furthermore, the
assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the
Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA jet
aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current
lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on
the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by
the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered? e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA? f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will
there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise
or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly
has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4.
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis
(“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation
of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP
is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence. Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors”
and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart
attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects
from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions: a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b.
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the
preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the
new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the DEIR, was
there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight
patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
2
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used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will
follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact
that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in
GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes? I am concerned about the potential
decrease in quality of life by noise and increase of jet fuel rain on property and human beings. Thank you for your
consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR,
including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR. Sincerely, J Robert
Egan, MD
Kimberly Burrows-Egan, RN, NP
1418 Lincoln Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
eganjr@icloud.com
kburrows.egan@me.com
949-466-4826
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Letter 156
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Nicolas Burtnyk <burtnyk@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:39 PM
EIR627
EIR Comments
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

Dear Ms. Choum,
My comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne
Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”) are attached.
Sincerely,
Nicolas Burtnyk

1
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

4

3-382

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Nicolas Burtnyk
burtnyk@gmail.com
1504 E Ocean Blvd., Newport Beach, CA 92661
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Letter 157
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Heather Carlino <hcarlino@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:52 AM
EIR627
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
11.21.18 EIR Comments.docx

November 21, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
2. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
3. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
4. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
5. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
1
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6. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
7. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
8. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
9. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
10. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
11. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
12. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
13. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
14. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
15. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
16. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
17. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
18. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
19. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
20. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
21. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
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1. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
2. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
3. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
4. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
5. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
6. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
7. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
8. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well
within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.
Questions:

1. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
3
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
1. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
2. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
3. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Heather Carlino
279 W Wilson St. APT B
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
hcarlino@hotmail.com
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November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Heather Carlino
279 W Wilson St. APT B
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
hcarlino@hotmail.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 158
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Astrid Carlson <acarlson2300@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:55 PM
EIR627
John Wayne Airport

November 17, 2018 Via Electronic Mail EIR627@ocair.com Ms. Lea Choum Land Use Manager at JWA 3160
Airway Avenue Costa Mesa, CA 92626 Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact
Report (SCH No. 2017031072) Dear Ms. Choum: As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of
Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”)
pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity
and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment: The DEIR was made available for public review on
September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages
of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that
most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted. Question: Why can’t
additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR? 2. Project Objectives (Section 3). This section
lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability. Comment: As
you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections
that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA. Questions: a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident
corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft? c. Have local corporations been
surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how? e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately
owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities? g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes? h. Has it been determined how many
additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why
not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at
JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities? k. Will the
GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of
international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period?
If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive
at JWA on a daily or weekly basis? n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is
the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many GA
privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q. How many
overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight
schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools? t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? u. If any flight schools specializing in jet
aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what
will be the hours? If no, why not? 3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
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numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will
be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016,
40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo
is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA
jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current
lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on
the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by
the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered? e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA? f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will
there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise
or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly
has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4.
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis
(“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation
of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP
is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence. Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors”
and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart
attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects
from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions: a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b.
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the
preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the
new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the DEIR, was
there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight
patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will
follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact
that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in
2
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GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes? Thank you for your consideration of my
comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public
notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR. Sincerely, Astrid Carlson
2300 Cliff Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92663
949.631.3182

acarlson2300@gmail.com
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Letter 159
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kim Charney <bldvesl@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:50 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program

November 17, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
1
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The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.

Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what
have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically
based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft,
which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?

2

3-399

h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA
aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training
departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training
flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
3
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet
currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
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Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has
been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

5
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Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,

Kim James Charney M.D.
214 Evening Star Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Letter 160
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kim Charney <bldvesl@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 7:55 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
PastedGraphic-3.tiff; Scan 3.tiff

November 17, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
1
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The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.

Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what
have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically
based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft,
which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
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h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA
aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training
departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training
flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet
currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
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Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has
been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
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Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
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Letter 161
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

mchu11583@aol.com
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:36 AM
EIR627
GAIP and DEIR
2018_11_21_11_26_03.pdf

See Attachment
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Letter 162
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

mchu11583@aol.com
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:37 AM
EIR627
Deir and Gaip
2018_11_21_11_28_02.pdf

See Attached
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Letter 163
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

mchu11583@aol.com
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:39 AM
EIR627
GAIP and DEIR
2018_11_21_11_29_43.pdf

See Attached
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Letter 164
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

mchu11583@aol.com
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:40 AM
EIR627
GAIP and DEIR
2018_11_21_11_31_38.pdf

See Attachment
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Letter 165
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Mary Citrano <marycitrano@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 3:20 PM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments (003).docx
11.15.18 EIR Comments (003).docx

Please see attachment.
Thank you,
Mary Citrano
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Mary Citrano
5509 Seashore Dr.
Newport Beach, Ca. 92663
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 166
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dan Clark <dcpcgm@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:58 PM
EIR627
Re:General Aviation Program-DEIR Report 2017031072

November 21, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand
it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1
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a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston‐powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston‐powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston‐ powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24‐hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24‐hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24‐hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA‐type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o.

What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24‐hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t.

If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number
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of training departures and arrivals during a 24‐hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation
and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer‐reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737‐MAX and Airbus A320‐Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5‐10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e.

If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?

f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next‐Gen satellite‐
precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
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(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR
617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer‐reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are
present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from
the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result
from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b.

If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
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has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
If no, why not?
c.

Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Daniel Clark

415 San Bernardino Ave.
NEWPORT Beach CA 92663
dcpcgm@gmail.com
Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 167
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dan Clark <dcpcgm@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:57 PM
EIR627
Re:General Aviation Program-DEIR Report 2017031072

November 21, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand
it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1
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a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston‐powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston‐powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston‐ powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24‐hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24‐hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24‐hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA‐type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o.

What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24‐hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t.

If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number
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of training departures and arrivals during a 24‐hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation
and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer‐reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737‐MAX and Airbus A320‐Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5‐10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e.

If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?

f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next‐Gen satellite‐
precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
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(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR
617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer‐reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are
present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from
the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result
from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b.

If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
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has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
If no, why not?
c.

Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,

Jean G. Clark

415 San Bernardino Avenue
Newport Beach, CA 92663
dcpcgm@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 168
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Teryn Clarke <terynclarke@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:05 PM
EIR627
Private jet noise and no curfew

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension
until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices.
Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public
are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that
address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency
and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating
from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been
their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their
aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger
GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no,
why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
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l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during
any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if
the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing
in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures
and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air
quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise
and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport
noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved
that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing
737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict
with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures
are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on
the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would
have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff
and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently
using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours?
If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision
concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been
drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated
and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk
analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the
community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those
closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals
about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the
flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles
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of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands
of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given
to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the
impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in
depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and
heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft
combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of
GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its
analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as
mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR,
including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Teryn Clarke
1309 Mariners Dr
Newport Beach CA 92660
949-701-2811
Best,
Teryn
________________________
Teryn Clarke, M.D.
Neurology
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Letter 169
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Paul M. Cohen <pmcohen@ccacpas.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 10:15 AM
EIR627
Bonnie O'Neil
John Wayne Airport
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

Please see the attached correspondence.
Thank you

Paul M. Cohen
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1

3-460

Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?

2
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?

3
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

4
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices with
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Paul M. Cohen
1226 Polaris Dr
Newport Beach CA 92660
paul.cohen06@gmail.com
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Letter 170
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terri Cohen <terriaco@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 3:41 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program

November 21, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne
Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6,
2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200
pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is
submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the
document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are
numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
1
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c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has
been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals
that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to
conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
2
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by
2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus
A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014
Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the
FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported
by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive
members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and
“sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have
been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health
issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under
the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses,
while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
3
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that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are
thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and
thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability
of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Terri Cohen, 1226 Polaris Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660
4
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Letter 171
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Judy Cooper <jcpr@pacbell.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 11:18 PM
EIR627
Letter to Ms. Choum
airport EIR.pdf; ATT00001.txt
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft
Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident
of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”)
pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time
Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on
September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6,
2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed
document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages
of appendices. Although members of the general public are
invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that
most members of the general public are ill equipped to read
through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the
review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
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This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which
appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently
enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are
numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The
Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and
economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and
pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet
aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet
aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their
interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately
owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes,
how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately
owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller
privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit
Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily
departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet
aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet
aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period?
If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating
large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building
additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other
neighboring communities?
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k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international
flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international
flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to
arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be
conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in
aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be
capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be
made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if
the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP
is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be
permitted to continue their operations? If not, will
flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes,
what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are
Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not
significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an
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insufficient consideration of the additional noise and
pollution that will be created; especially considering the
leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There
have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution
have serious health impacts for neighboring communities.
It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved
that there will be no significant negative environmental
impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis
are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016,
40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using
JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating
noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the
GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and
departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime
arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of
nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why
not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 510% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by
the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood
impacted by commercial departures considered in the
Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would
have the same impact as a net increase in commercial
departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting
these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA
jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet
aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
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commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures?
Will there be any such limitation specifically during
the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the
limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or
pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have
clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If
no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the
health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies
heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement
Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis
(“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR
is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight
patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen
concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that
are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate
the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its
discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive
members of the community, especially the impact on
children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and
“sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the
boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of
JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peerreviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on
children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive
deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
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population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood
pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart
attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research
studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from
airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport.
There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and
thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental
impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic
fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If
the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors
section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools,
why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health
concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review
and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity
of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the
new aircraft population departures from JWA as the
fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and
particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of
the added pollution that would result from the increase
in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing
commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of
the impact of increased noise levels that would result
from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why
not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no
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change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft
upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon
approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the
GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used
by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will
follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the
impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic
over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the
GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and
questions. Please keep me informed of all developments
related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to
the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________
(include your name, home and email addresses
1
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Letter 172
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Cotton <qtipnb@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:59 PM
EIR627
GAIP EIR

November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
1
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clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston‐powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston‐powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston‐ powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24‐hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24‐hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24‐hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated toarrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA‐type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24‐hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24‐hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a negative impact to the community interms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer‐reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
2
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for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737‐MAX and Airbus A320‐Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5‐10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next‐Gen
satellite‐precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer‐reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
3
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cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not beenconsidered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over
Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
John Cotton
2123 Granada Ave.
4
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Balboa, CA 92661
qtipnb@aol.com
__
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Letter 173
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Carol Crane <cranos98@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:17 PM
EIR627
Carol Crane
JWA- LARGER JET AIRCRAFT EXPANSION

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA 3160 Airway Avenue Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018. Comment: This is an incredibly complex
and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although
members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members
of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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1
Questions:
1. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
2. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
3. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
4. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
5. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
6. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
7. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
8. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
9. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
10. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
11. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
2
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12. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
13. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
14. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
15. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
16. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
17. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
18. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
19. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace
existing flight schools?

2
20. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
21. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
3
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hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
1. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
2. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
3. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
4. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning
after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?

3
5. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
6. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
7. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
8. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
4
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Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

4
Questions:

5.
1. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations
have not been considered, why not?
2. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
3. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of
JWA?
4. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
5. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
6. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
5
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Questions:
1. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
2. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
3. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?

5
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR. I appreciate your attention.
Sincerely,
Carol Crane and Gary Crane. 921 ALEPPO STREET Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Letter 174
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Victoria Cubeiro <mammacub2@reagan.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:46 AM
EIR627
JW Airport EIR
11.15.18 EIR Comments.pages
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Victoria Cubeiro
531 Harbor Island Drive
Newport Beach, ca. 92660
mammacub2@reagan.com
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Letter 175
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tamara Current <tamaracurrent@mac.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:39 PM
EIR627
Excessive noise - private Jets

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.

Questions:
1
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f.
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i.
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j.
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l.
If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t.
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f.
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
3
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA
jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f.
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,
4
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Tamara and Jeff Current
111 Via Zurich
Newport Beach CA 92663
tamaracurrent@ mac.com

~Sent remotely via iphone. Please forgive typos and dictation errors.
Tamara Current
Current Management Inc.
160 W Santa Clara St #900
San Jose, CA 95113
Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 176
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Ed Danoff <eddanoff@msn.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:15 AM
EIR627
AIRPORT LETTER
AIRPORT LETTER.pdf

Dear Ms. Choum,
Please see my attached letter pertaining to the proposed changes at John Wayne Airport.
Sincerely,
Ed Danoff
Ed Danoff, Attorney at Law
Law Offices of Edward R. Danoff, Jr.
1323 N. Broadway
Santa Ana, CA 92706
714/ 972-8355
eddanoff@msn.com e-mail
www.eddanoff.com website
Practice includes Personal Injuries, Divorce/Family Law,
Bankruptcy, Real Estate & Criminal Law

Right-click or tap and hold here to do wnload pictu
protect y our priv acy , Outlook prev ented automat
this pictu re from the Internet.

Virus-free. www.avg.com
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum

Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program - Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach,the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
("DEIR") pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project("GAIP"):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment;
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20,2018,with
comments due on November 6,2018, with an extension until November 21,2018.

Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600

pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to "comment" on the DEIR,it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.

Question: Why can't additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?

2. Project Objectives fSection 31.

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.

Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018,there are numerous sections that address community concerns

regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing

their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?

e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston-

powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?

g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?

h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?

j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?

1. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,

will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?

m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?

n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail,

o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?

q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue

their operations? If not, will flight schoolfs] specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are

anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
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u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant(Section 41.
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient

consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore,the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016,40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?

b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and

departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?

d. Why wasn't the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn't this considered?

e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?

f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
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g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?

h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that

have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis(Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment,the health risk analysis("HRA")
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement("EIR
617"3 for its health risk analysis ("HRA"). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision

flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore,the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community,especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses "sensitive receptors" and "sensitive populations"
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and

airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present

within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
"less than significant," what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
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and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?

b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn't there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?

c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population

departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution

that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft

departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?

b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?

c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns ifthe GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR,including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Chris and Ed Danoff
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55 Balboa Coves

Newport Beach, CA 92663
[949)631-3727
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Letter 177
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Allyn Dexter <maryallyn.dexter@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:08 AM
EIR627
DEIR

November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1.

DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until
November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members
of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through
the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2.

Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address
community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical
benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses?
Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft
at JWA? If yes, how?
Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet
aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many?
If no, why not?
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why
not?
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a
24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
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m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the
GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in
jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3.

DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality,
hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will
be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA
regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and
Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.
f.
g.
h.

4.

As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the
same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the
same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using
JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If
yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated
flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why
not?
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and
confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis
(“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of
the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase
in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the community,
especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of
JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there
have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer
cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from
airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the
JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
5.

In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the
schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these
populations have not been considered, why not?
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth
discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier
in carbon and particulate pollutants?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined
with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA
jet aircraft? If no, why not?

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It
is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a.
b.
c.

Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated
by the SoCal Metroplex?
If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including
public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses
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Letter 178
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Jane Edalatpour <maryjaneedalatpour@me.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:10 PM
EIR627
Orange County Airport - Improvement Program

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding
the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and
respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
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d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building
additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used
by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime
arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
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d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact
section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that
would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach?
If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement
Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is
misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated
satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different
emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a
minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer
risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10
miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure
paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5.

Flight Patterns.
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Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to
this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______Mary Jane Edalatpour
501 Morning Star Lane
Newport Beach, CA. 92660
maryjaneedalatpour@me.com_____________________________________(include your name, home and email
address)
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Letter 179
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Julia Edwards <julia_macmillan@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:52 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately ownedpiston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departuresand arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant(Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negativeenvironmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraftthat would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impacttake into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact onNewport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under
the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Julia Edwards
2121 Aralia Street
Newport Beach, CA 92660
julia_macmillan@yahoo.com
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Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 180
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marilyn Elmer <marelmer@cox.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 9:32 PM
EIR627
Orange County Airport

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

•

DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until
November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members
of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through
the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

•

Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address
community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical
benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses?
Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft
at JWA? If yes, how?
Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet
aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many?
If no, why not?
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why
not?
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a
24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the
GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in
jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality,
hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will
be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA
regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and
Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the
same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the
same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using
JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If
yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated
flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why
not?
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and
confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis
(“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of
the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase
in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the community,
especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of
JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there
have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer
cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
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auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from
airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the
JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

•
•
•
•
•
•
5.

In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the
schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these
populations have not been considered, why not?
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth
discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier
in carbon and particulate pollutants?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined
with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA
jet aircraft? If no, why not?

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It
is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

•
•
•

Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated
by the SoCal Metroplex?
If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including
public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Marilyn Elmer, marelmer@cox.net, 2 Overlook Drive Newport Beach, Ca. 92657
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses
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Letter 181
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronda Fay <rondajanefay@icloud.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:38 PM
EIR627
Proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Project

Dear Ms. Choum: As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the
proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity and Length
Relative to Time Limitations for Comment: The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20,
2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018. Comment: This
is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that
most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted. Question: Why can’t
additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR? 2. Project Objectives (Section 3). This
section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are
numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health.
The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA. Questions: a. Is the GAIP
for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not?
If yes, what have been their responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned pistonpowered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how? e. Will the GAIP
result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does a decrease in the
number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet
aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities? g. What is the basis for the assumptions of
daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes? h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a
24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number
of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How does
the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities? k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of
international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and
out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not? m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a
daily or weekly basis? n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing
numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is the
predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many
GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q.
How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved? r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is
approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools? t. If any flight schools specializing in
jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals
during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? u. If any
3-524
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flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not? 3. DEIR Conclusions that
Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4). Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not
significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc.,
is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and
pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and
their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many
peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities. Furthermore, the assumptions
supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737
and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA jet
aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and
departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place
a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will
be established? If no, why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial
departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and
not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered? e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the
largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA? f. How would the noise from departing large GA
jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis
has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will
there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If
no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4. Health Risk Analysis (Section
4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the
2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the
FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported
by any evidence. Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts
to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers.
In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals
about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults
in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and
respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure,
cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport.
There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight paths. Questions: a. In arriving at the conclusion that the
environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
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athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If
the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b. Although noise is discussed in the
Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth
discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the preparation of the
DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new
aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the
DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime
flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no
change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change
upon approval of the GAIP. Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the
existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet
aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there
been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be
the changes? Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of
all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR. Sincerely, __Ronda Fay 2686 Redlands Dr. Costa Mesa, Ca. 92627
Rondajanefay@gmail.com____________________________________________ (include your name, home
and email address.
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Letter 182
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marsha Ferrall <marshaferrall@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:35 PM
EIR627
GAIP

november 17, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
1
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f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international
GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
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d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration
has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture
is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA
jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
3
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f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

marsha ferrall
107 via ravenna
newport beach, ca 92663
marshaferrall@gmail.com

4
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program — Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following
are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report ("DEIR") pertaining to the
proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project ("GAIP"):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length,
with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to
"comment" on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill
equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond
to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can't additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport
operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of
2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of
noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and
economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted
by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
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b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at
JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven
aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at
JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft
based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and
neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic,
including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a
24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
I. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during
a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA
through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
I. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be
a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly
basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing
numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in
detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the
GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour
period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately
owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace
existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap
or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours
for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If
no, why not?
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3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to
the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is
submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and
pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA
jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude
that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include
the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better
controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes,
how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA
jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn't the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay
departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by
commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this
would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would
replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these
neighbors, why wasn't this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be
accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise
emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been
done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation
specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no,
why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have
clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions
have been drawn? If no, why not?
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4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis ("HRA") in Section 4
of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement ("EIR 617") for its health risk analysis
("HRA"). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing
2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite
driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate
the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and
unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to
more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR
discusses "sensitive receptors" and "sensitive populations" noting only those closest to the
boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet
from the boundary ofJWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities
under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and
respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high
blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer
risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools
well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is "less than
significant," what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and
residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths ofJWA? If
the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the
impact to schools, why isn't there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as
they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research
concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of
airports? Within 10 miles ofJWA?
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d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures
from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would
result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet?
If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise
levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to
the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would
be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the
differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might
change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated
under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will
be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will
be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of
all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the
Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Mary Finlay
400 Morning

ewport Beach 92660
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program — Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following
are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report ("DEIR") pertaining to the
proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project ("GAIP"):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length,
with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to
"comment" on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill
equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond
to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can't additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport
operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of
2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of
noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and
economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted
by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
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b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at
JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven
aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at
JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft
based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and
neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic,
including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a
24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during
a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA
through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
I. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be
a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly
basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing
numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in
detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the
GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour
period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately
owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace
existing flight schools?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap
or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours
for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If

t.

no, why not?
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3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to
the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is
submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and
pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA
jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude
that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include
the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better
controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes,
how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA
jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn't the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay
departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by
commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this
would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would
replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these
neighbors, why wasn't this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be
accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise
emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been
done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation
specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no,
why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have
clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions
have been drawn? If no, why not?
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4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis ("HRA") in Section 4
of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement ("EIR 617") for its health risk analysis
("HRA"). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing
2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite
driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate
the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and
unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to
more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR
discusses "sensitive receptors" and "sensitive populations" noting only those closest to the
boundary ofJWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet
from the boundary ofJWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities
under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and
respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high
blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer
risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools
well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is "less than
significant," what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and
residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths ofJWA? If
the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the
impact to schools, why isn't there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as
they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research
concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of
airports? Within 10 miles ofJWA?
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d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures
from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would
result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet?
If no, why not?
f.

In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise
levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to
the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would
be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the
differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might
change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated
under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will
be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will
be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of
all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the
Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

1
Robert Finlay
400 Morning Star, Newport Beach 92660
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Jason Finney
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018,
with an extension until November 21, 2018. Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is
over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to
“comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time
allotted. Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR? 2. Project
Objectives (Section 3). This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport
operations and profitability. Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA. Questions: a. Is
the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet
aircraft? c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned pistonpowered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how? e. Will the GAIP
result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does a decrease in the
number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities? g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure
and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes? h.
Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of
accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and
other neighboring communities? k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis? n. What type of TSAtype security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the
GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft
departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of
handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be
made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved? r. What will be the economic benefit to
JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools? t. If
any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
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training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number?
If no, why not? u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not? 3. DEIR Conclusions
that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4). Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not
significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that
will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption
from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is
unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities. Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis
are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA
will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise
limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b.
Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures
of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of
an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this
would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered? e. If the GAIP is
approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA? f. How would the noise
from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using
JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet
departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the
limitations? If no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4. Health Risk Analysis
(Section 4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014
Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous
EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen
concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate
the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest
that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence. Comment: The
DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the
community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately
855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted
and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed
that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress,
heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer
risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the
JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths. Questions: a. In arriving at the
conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given to
the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of
JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b. Although noise is discussed in the
Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and
consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports?
Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures
from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR,
was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined
with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the
impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight
2
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Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft
upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP. Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft
added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated
by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated
under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in
air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is
approved? If yes, what will be the changes? Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions.
Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP
and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,
Rebecca & Jason Finney (Newport Beach resident for 47 years)
Rebecca.finney@yahoo.com
3011 Cliff Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92663
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

4

3-550

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely, Barbara Foley / barbifoley@hotmail.com

1124 Somerset Lane, Newport Beach, CA
92660______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely, Dan Foley / danf@shewards.com

1124 Somerset Lane, Newport Beach, CA
92660______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 188
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JD Fox <jdfox@roadrunner.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:46 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program - Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Importance:

High

November 21, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1.

DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2.

Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If
no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?

f.
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i.
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j.
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l.
If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if
the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
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s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t.
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3.

DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as
a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA?
f.
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from
the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g.

Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
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during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4.

Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of
JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of
JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published
in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the
general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure,
cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk.
Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are
present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations
have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact
to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate
to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning
the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles
of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e.

In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
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the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f.
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5.

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
J. D. Fox
509 Ventaja
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Letter 190
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alastair Fraser <acsfraser@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 11:18 AM
EIR627
acsfraser@yahoo.com; 'Fiona Fraser'
General Aviation Improvement Program - Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension
until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices.
Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public
are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that
address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency
and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating
from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been
their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their
aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger
GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no,
why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
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k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during
any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if
the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing
in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures
and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air
quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise
and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport
noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved
that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing
737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict
with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures
are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on
the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would
have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff
and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently
using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours?
If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision
concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been
drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated
and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk
analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the
community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those
closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals
about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the
flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles
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of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands
of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given
to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the
impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in
depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and
heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft
combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of
GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its
analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as
mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR,
including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Alastair & Fiona Fraser
acsfraser@yahoo.com
fifraser@yahoo.com
838 Via Lido Soud
Newport Beach CA 92663
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Letter 193
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Carlita Fuller <carlitafuller@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:27 PM
EIR627
John Wayne Airport
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

Attention Ms. Choun
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Carlita and Win Fuller
carlitafuller@gmail.com
Wfuller1@pacbell.net
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 194
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stacie Fults <stacie.fults@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 9:29 PM
EIR627
NO MORE: GAIP Concerns and Questions- Action Requested

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no
significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
2
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quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in
peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There
are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight path.
3
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located
within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Stacie Fults
519 Fullerton Avenue
Newport Beach, CA 92663
949-300-2060
Stacie.fults@gmail.com

Stacie Fults | stacie.fults@gmail.com | 949.300.2060
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Letter 195
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Matt Galt <mattgalt@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:03 PM
EIR627
See letter below

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension
until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices.
Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public
are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that
address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency
and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating
from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been
their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their
aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger
GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no,
why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
1
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k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during
any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if
the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing
in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures
and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air
quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise
and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport
noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved
that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing
737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict
with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures
are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on
the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would
have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff
and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently
using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours?
If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision
concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been
drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated
and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk
analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the
community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those
closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals
about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the
flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles
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of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands
of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given
to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the
impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in
depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and
heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft
combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of
GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its
analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as
mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR,
including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Matt Galt
211 Via Koron
Newport Beach, CA 92663
949.554.4499
mattgalt@roadrunner.com
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Letter 196
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Annette Giermann <balboalover@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:18 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program
Scan 2018-11-20 17.16.22.pdf
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Kenny & Nyna Goldberg
356 Lourdes Lane, Costa Mesa CA 92627
kennygoldberg@aol.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 199
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Patrick Gormley <pfg1941@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:42 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
11.15.18 EIR Comments.pages

Attention: Ms. Lea Choum, Land Use Manager at JWA

1

3-622

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Patrick Gormley,
2441 Marino Drive,
Newport Beach, Ca. 92663
pfg1941@gmail.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 201
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Halvorsen <nhalvo@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:37 PM
EIR627
Fwd: IMMEDIATE RESPONSE NEEDED - BY TOMORROW!

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Lido Isle Community Association <webmaster@lidoisle.org>
Date: November 20, 2018 at 10:10:55 AM PST
To: nhalvo@gmail.com
Subject: IMMEDIATE RESPONSE NEEDED - BY TOMORROW!
Reply-To: webmaster@lidoisle.org

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety
of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the
time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
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health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no,
why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly
journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is
unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
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b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
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5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Nancy Halvorsen
125 Via Yella, Newport Beach, CA92663
Nhalvo@gmail.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses

Lido Isle Community Association | 701 Via Lido Soud, Editor, Lido Islander, Newport Beach, CA
92663
Unsubscribe nhalvo@gmail.com
Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by webmaster@lidoisle.org in collaboration with
Right-click or tap and hold here to download pictures. To help protect y our priv acy , Outlook prev ented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Trusted Email from Constant Contact - Try it FREE today .

Try it free today
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Letter 202
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jan Harriman <jfmck@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 1:42 PM
EIR627
EIR627 -EIR 627.pdf

Please find attached signed.. Walter Harriman, 24 Cormorant Circle, Newport Beach, CA 92660 949 322 0068
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 204
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tabitha Hasin <tmhwriter@sbcglobal.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 6:02 PM
EIR627
John Wayne Airport

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November
6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety
of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the
time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
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f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building
additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no,
why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that
by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and
Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
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the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during
the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the
fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
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5.

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used
by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Tabitha May Hasin
Home: 1101 Estelle Lane, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Email: tmhwriter@sbcglobal.net
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Letter 205
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ghauser@roadrunner.com
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:22 PM
EIR627
Aisrport

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
2
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communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning
after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
3
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suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well
within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations
have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of
JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

___George Hauser___________________________________________
2575 Crestview Drive
Newport Beach, CA92663
November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
5
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health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
6
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considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning
after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
7
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workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well
within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations
have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of
JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

___George Hauser___________________________________________
2575 Crestview Drive
Newport Beach, CA92663
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Letter 206
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bill Hughes <whughes@hughesinv.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9:12 AM
EIR627
GAIP - OC airport

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne
Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6,
2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200
pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is
submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the
document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are
numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1

3-668

Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has
been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
2

3-669

under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals
that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to
conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by
2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus
A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014
Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the
FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported
by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive
members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and
“sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have
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been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health
issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under
the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses,
while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are
thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and
thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability
of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
William W. Hughes Jr.
66 Linda Isle
Newport Beach, CA 92660
whughes@hughesinv.
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Letter 207
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Carolee Johnson <4carolee@cox.net>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 12:16 PM
EIR627
Emailing: airport letter-1.docx
airport letter-1.docx

Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link
attachments:
airport letter-1.docx
Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Doesthe GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned pistonpowereddriven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at
JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately ownedpistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP,with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that EnvironmentalImpacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negativeenvironmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the currentlack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place acap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
3
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivalson children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areaslocated within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Carolyn G. Johnson
400 Villa Point Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92660
4carolee@cox.net
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 208
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Julie Johnson <juliestewartjohnson@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:01 PM
EIR627
Gaskins, Nikolas [JWA]
GA EIR Comments to answer

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne
Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6,
2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200
pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is
submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the
document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are
numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has
been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals
that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to
2
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conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by
2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus
A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014
Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the
FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported
by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive
members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and
“sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have
been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health
issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under
3
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the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses,
while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are
thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and
thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability
of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
4
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Julie Johnson
1424 serenade terrace
cdm ca 92625
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Letter 209
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Gail Jones <gail@jonesindustry.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 1:14 PM
EIR627
Airport
Scan_0006.pdf

Please find attached our signed letter.
Thank you,
Clifton and Gail Jones
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Letter 210
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Jordan <jimcjordan@gmail.com>
Monday, November 19, 2018 10:14 PM
EIR627
Concerns about increased traffic

November 19, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
I had initially planned to write a letter to you in my own words, but could not improve on the letter below. It
states my questions and concerns quite explicitly!
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne
Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6,
2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200
pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is
submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the
document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are
numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has
been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
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under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals
that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to
conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by
2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus
A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014
Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the
FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported
by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive
members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and
“sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have
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been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health
issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under
the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses,
while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are
thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and
thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regard to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability
of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

James Jordan
85 Linda Isle
Newport Beach, CA 92660
jimcjordan@gmail.com
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Letter 211
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marsha Kendall <pmd81@icloud.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 6:23 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Program for JWA

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding
the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
First, why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
Is the GAIP for the benefit of non resident corporate jets?
Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? What type of TSA-type security
screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?-hour period be established?
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used
by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?\
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Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact
section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that
would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes,
what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement
Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is
misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated
satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different
emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a
minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the
community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855
feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures
and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high
blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research
studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an
airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and
thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
What consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for
its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they
might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no,
why not?
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Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to
this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Marsha and Pat Kendall
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Letter 212
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Liz Kennedy <lizkennedynb@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:28 PM
EIR627
GA Improvement Program Concerns.

November 17, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
1
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The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.

Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what
have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically
based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft,
which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?

2

3-701

h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA
aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training
departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training
flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
3
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet
currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
4

3-703

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has
been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

5
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Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,
Ray and Elizabeth Kennedy
lizkennedynb@gmail.com
1717 Bayadere Terrace Corona del Mar
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Letter 213
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

LInda Geller <linda@avacap.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:25 PM
EIR627
Regarding the General Aviation Improvement Program, for Ms. Lea Choum.
Airport Matter.pdf

From: Linda Geller Kensey
305 East Bay Front
Balboa Island, CA 92662-1317
linda@avacap.com
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Mark Knaeps
1127 Berkshire Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
mknaeps@sbcglobal.net
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Letter 215
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stacy Kramer <stacyjkramer@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 4:12 PM
EIR627
NO Airport NOISE increase over our homes PLEASE!!!

November 21, 2018 Via Electronic Mail EIR627@ocair.com Ms. Lea Choum Land Use Manager at JWA 3160
Airway Avenue Costa Mesa, CA 92626 Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact
Report (SCH No. 2017031072) Dear Ms. Choum: As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of
Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”)
pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity
and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment: The DEIR was made available for public review on
September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages
of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that
most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted. Question: Why can’t
additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR? 2. Project Objectives (Section 3). This section
lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability. Comment: As
you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections
that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA. Questions: a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident
corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft? c. Have local corporations been
surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how? e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately
owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities? g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes? h. Has it been determined how many
additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why
not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at
JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities? k. Will the
GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of
international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period?
If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive
at JWA on a daily or weekly basis? n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is
the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many GA
privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q. How many
overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight
schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools? t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? u. If any flight schools specializing in jet
aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what
will be the hours? If no, why not? 3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
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used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will
be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016,
40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo
is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA
jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current
lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on
the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by
the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered? e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA? f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will
there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise
or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly
has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4.
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis
(“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation
of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP
is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence. Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors”
and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart
attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects
from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions: a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b.
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the
preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the
new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the DEIR, was
there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight
patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will
follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact
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that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in
GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes? Thank you for your consideration of my
comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public
notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
*****I write you this with dark circles under my eyes and a splitting headache due to increased air traffic. We have
tried earplugs, windows closed, increased insulation - but to no avail. The overhead planes vibrate our home at all
hours. A decent night sleep is something we should be able to reasonably expect for our family and neighbors.
Please help reduce the noise - NOT increase it. Sincerely,
Stacy Kramer and Nathanael Singer
54 Crooked Stick
Newport Beach CA 92660
stacyjkramer@yahoo.com
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Letter 216
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michele Lovenduski <mloven4u@gmail.com>
Monday, November 19, 2018 8:56 PM
EIR627
Citizen Input to DEIR 627

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
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clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated toarrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a negative impact to the community interms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
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for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
3
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cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not beenconsidered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over
Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
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Michele Lovenduski
207 Topaz Ave
Newport Beach CA 92662
Mloven4u@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 217
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Linda <queenmom1@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 6:38 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
11.15.18 EIR Comments LJM 11-20-18.pdf; 11.15.18 EIR Comments NDM 11-20-18.pdf

Please see attached letters from my daughter and myself.
Sincerely,
Linda

Martin
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Linda J. Martin
1312 S. Bayfront
Balboa Island, California
92662

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
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regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
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s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
3
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e.
f.

g.
h.

previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Linda J. Martin
1312 S. Bayfront
Balboa Island, CA 92662
Queenmom1@gmail.com
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Nicole D. Martin
1312 S. Bayfront
Balboa Island, California
92662

Letter 218

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
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regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
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s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
3
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e.
f.

g.
h.

previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
4
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Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
5
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Nicole D. Martin
Nicole D. Martin
1312 S. Bayfront
Balboa Island, CA 92662
Queenmom1@gmail.com
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Letter 219
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

James E. McCormick <kmccormick@kimolaw.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:32 AM
EIR627
James E. McCormick III; Alison L. McCormick; webmaster@lidoisle.org
General Aviation Improvement Program--Draft Environmental Impact Rerport (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 17, 2018

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension
until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices.
Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public
are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that
address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency
and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating
from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been
their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their
aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger
GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no,
why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
1
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l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during
any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if
the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing
in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures
and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air
quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise
and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport
noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved
that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing
737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict
with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures
are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on
the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would
have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff
and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently
using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours?
If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision
concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been
drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated
and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk
analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the
community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those
closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals
about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the
flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles
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of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands
of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given
to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the
impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in
depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and
heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft
combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of
GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its
analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as
mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
For your information, the flight path for commercial aviation jets (and for GA flights, if the same) in Santa Ana conditions is directly over
our property. Any increase in flights, commercial or GA, will directly affect us and our property in terms of noise and environmental
quality of life and cannot possibly be viewed as an "improvement.".
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR,
including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

James E. and Alison L. McCormick III
808 Via Lido Soud
Newport Beach, CA 92663
kmccormick@kimolaw.com
Alison.mccormick@elliman.com
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Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety
of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the
time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no,
why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
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s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly
journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is
unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
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scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses

Lido Isle Community Association | 701 Via Lido Soud, Editor, Lido Islander, Newport Beach, CA
92663
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Letter 221
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

John Meindl <jmeindl@meindllaw.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 12:24 PM
EIR627
GAIP
2018-11-21 121927.pdf

Ms Choum – Please see attached public comment.

John M. Meindl
Law Office of John M. Meindl
4675 MacArthur Court
Suite 550
Newport Beach, CA 92660
949-679-8370
jmeindl@meindllaw.com
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section
4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
3
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?

5

3-762

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Susan Menning
404 Vista Flora (right under the departure path)
NB 92660
(949) 640-1516
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Letter 223
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Whitney Moad <whitneymcgovern@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:20 PM
EIR627
Draft Environmental Impact Report
EIR.pdf

Hello,
Please see the attached correspondence.
Best,
Whitney Moad
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Letter 224
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Beverly Blais <bblaisesq@gmail.com>
Monday, November 19, 2018 5:37 PM
EIR627
Comments to General Aviation Improvement Plan Draft EIR
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

Dear Ms. Lea Choum:

Attached please find my comments to the GAIP Draft EIR.
Sincerely,
Beverly Blais Moosmann

1

3-771

BEVERLY BLAIS MOOSMANN
544 Vista Grande
Newport Beach, CA 92660
bblaisesq@gmail.com
November 19, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
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Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
2
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r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
3
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e.
f.
g.
h.

increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Beverly Moosmann
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Letter 225
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Moosmann <bobmoosmann@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:02 AM
EIR627
EIR Question regarding GAIP

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
1

3-778

health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If
no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft
owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based
at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap
or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers
of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if
the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned
jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing
flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for
their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
2
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has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better
controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how
many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning
after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from
the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for
the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation
specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
3

3-780

mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well
within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than
significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential
areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these
populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the
impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they
relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning
the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles
of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from
JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result
from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
4
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Bob Moosmann
544 Vista Grande
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Bobmoosmann@yahoo.com
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Letter 226
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Robert Murphy <robertmurphe@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:32 AM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx; ATT00001.txt

Please consider the attached comments and questions.
Respectively
Home Owner:
Robert H. Murphy
1014 Polaris Drive
Newport Beach, Ca
92660
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1

3-784

Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

___________________________________________(include your name, home and email address)
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Letter 227
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sales@nauticalluxuries.com
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 11:11 AM
EIR627
Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

STOP INCREASED LARGER PRIVATE JET NOISE WITH NO CURFEW

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety
of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the
time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economic benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
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g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no,
why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly
journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is
unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2026, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
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g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in-depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Daisy Cathcart
101 Via Lido Nord
Newport Beach, CA 92663
chasingjones@gmail.com

N AU TIC A L LU XU R I ES ~ EQ UI N E L U XU R I ES
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

151 Shipyard Way Suite A Newport Beach, CA 92663
TEL: (949)419-6686 FAX: (949)419-6641
EMAIL: Sales@NauticalLuxuries.com
www.NauticalLuxuries.com
www.EquineLuxuries.com
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Letter 228
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Dave New <dave1@basinmarine.com>
Thursday, November 22, 2018 8:30 AM
EIR627
'Jan New'
DEIR
GAIP.pdf

Dear Ms. Choum:
Please see attached, thank you very much
Dave & Jan New
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Letter 229
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Randall Nunnelly <nunnelly1817@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 8:22 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program
Gen Aviation Imp.pdf

Ms. Choum:
Please see the attached letter.
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Letter 230
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carey O'Bryan <careyobryan@newportheart.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:17 PM
EIR627
Concerns

November 17, 2018 Via Electronic Mail EIR627@ocair.com Ms. Lea Choum Land Use Manager at JWA 3160
Airway Avenue Costa Mesa, CA 92626 Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact
Report (SCH No. 2017031072) Dear Ms. Choum: As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of
Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”)
pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity
and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment: The DEIR was made available for public review on
September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages
of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that
most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted. Question: Why can’t
additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR? 2. Project Objectives (Section 3). This section
lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability. Comment: As
you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections
that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA. Questions: a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident
corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft? c. Have local corporations been
surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how? e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately
owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities? g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes? h. Has it been determined how many
additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why
not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at
JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities? k. Will the
GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of
international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period?
If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive
at JWA on a daily or weekly basis? n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is
the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many GA
privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q. How many
overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight
schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools? t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? u. If any flight schools specializing in jet
aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what
will be the hours? If no, why not? 3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
3-808
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numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will
be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016,
40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo
is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA
jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current
lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on
the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by
the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered? e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA? f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will
there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise
or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly
has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4.
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis
(“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation
of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP
is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence. Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors”
and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart
attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects
from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions: a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b.
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the
preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the
new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the DEIR, was
there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight
patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will
follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact
that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in
2
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GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes? Thank you for your consideration of my
comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public
notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR. Sincerely,

Carey L. O’Bryan IV, MD
Newport Heart Medical Group
415 Old Newport Blvd, Suite 200
Newport Beach, CA 92663
Phone: (949) 548-9611
Fax: (949) 548-9958
careyobryan@newportheart.com
www.newportheart.com
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 232
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

annhafeyo@aol.com
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 4:24 PM
EIR627
GAIP-DEIR SCH#2017031072

Please consider my letter as it relates to the GAIP-DEIR.

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are
my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the
proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length,
with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to
“comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped
to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with
their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
1
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This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations
and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain to the efficiency and economic benefits
of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately-owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately-owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately-owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departures and arrivals of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building
additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
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u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted
that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be
created, especially from the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved
that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other
neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA would include
the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo was sheer speculation and conflicts with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure patterns
by large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that could replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly had a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
3
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Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”).
It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight
patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different
emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To
suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to
more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of
JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the
boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted
and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by
airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the
flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory
illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure,
cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and elevated cancer risk. Similarly,
research studies have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools within 10 miles from the
JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located in close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact on these populations has not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR and its impact on schools,
why isn’t an in-depth discussion of health concerns, especially as they relate to children, included?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within close proximity of airports? With the eight
communities located within 10 miles of JWA? What were the findings on the specific communities?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mix is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
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f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to
the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be
followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the
differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change
upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used
by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices regarding the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Ann O’Neil
1101 Granville Drive
Newport Beach, CA
92660
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Letter 233
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bonnie O'Neil <boneilseven@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 11:51 AM
EIR627
Aviation Improvement Program

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1.

DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until
November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members
of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through
the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2.

Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address
community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical
benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses?
Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft
at JWA? If yes, how?
Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet
aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be
displacing smaller GA private planes?
Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many?
If no, why not?
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why
not?
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a
24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
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m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the
GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in
jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be
established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3.

DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality,
hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will
be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA
regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and
Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.
f.
g.
h.

4.

As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of
regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be
established? If no, why not?
Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the
same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the
same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using
JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If
yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated
flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why
not?
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and
confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis
(“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of
the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase
in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members of the community,
especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of
JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there
have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer
cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline,
auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from
airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the
JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
2
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
5.

In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the
schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these
populations have not been considered, why not?
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth
discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier
in carbon and particulate pollutants?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined
with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA
jet aircraft? If no, why not?

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It
is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a.
b.
c.

Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated
by the SoCal Metroplex?
If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any
consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including
public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Bonnie and Dan O’Neil
314 Morning Star
Newport Beach
boneil@me.com and dan@oneilstorage.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses

3

3-825

Letter 234
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Firooz Oskooi <froskooi@att.net>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 10:51 AM
EIR627
John Wayne Airport

November21, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
1
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Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.

Questions:

a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
2
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i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
3
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neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
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Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in
peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There
are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located
within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact
to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning
the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of
JWA?
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d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5.

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,
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Firooz R Oskooi, M.D.

1945 Santiago Dr., Newport Beach, CA
92660______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 236
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jon B. Patton <jonbpatton@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 11:07 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following
are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to
the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due
on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in
length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to
“comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill
equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and
respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport
operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of
2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of
1
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noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and
economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted
by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If
no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft
owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based
at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap
or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers
of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if
the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing
flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for
their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
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Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact
to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is
submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and
pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private
GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to
conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental
impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will
include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with
the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how
many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning
after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from
the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for
the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation
specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section
4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis
(“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on
existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated
satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does
3
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not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts
to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR
discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the
boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet
from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous
studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health
issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer
cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress,
heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks,
strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse
health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are
thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure
paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than
significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential
areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these
populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact
to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning
the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles
of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from
JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result
from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as
to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
4
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assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they
might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of
all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the
Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Jon B. Patton
36 Cormorant Circle
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Letter 237
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

William Patton <WRPatton@pacificnewport.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:40 PM
EIR627
Proposed New Development at John Wayne Airport
WRP North Star.doc

Dear Ms. Ms. Choum:
Please see the attached signed letter.
Thank you,

Bill Patton
William R. Patton
301 North Star Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Email: billpatton@aol.com
Cell: 714.321.0000
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William R. Patton
301 North Star Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
November 21, 2018

Page 1 of 4

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
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f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.
q.
r.
s.
t.
u.

How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities?
What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR
noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
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b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial
departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same
impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from
the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis
for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these
populations have not been considered, why not?
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b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact
to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning
the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles
of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5.

Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA
jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

William R. Patton
301 North Star Lane, Newport Beach, CA 92660
billpatton@aol.com
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Letter 238
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

William Patton <WRPatton@pacificnewport.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:45 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Patton Airport Letter 11-21-18.pdf

Dear Ms. Ms. Choum:
Please see the attached signed letter.
Thank you,

Bill Patton
William R. Patton
301 North Star Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Email: billpatton@aol.com
Cell: 714.321.0000
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Letter 239
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Lorian Petry <lorianpetry@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 4:49 PM
EIR627
GAIP-DEIR SCH#2017031072
11-20-18 EIR Comments - Corporate Jet Hangars.docx

Dear Ms. Choum,
Please consider my letter (attached) as it relates to the GAIP-DEIR.
Thank you,

Lorian Petry
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain to the efficiency and economic benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately-owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately-owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately-owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departures and arrivals of GA
jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will not significantly cause a negative
impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the
additional noise and pollution that will be created, especially from the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies published in peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is
approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA would include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo was
sheer speculation and conflicts with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure patterns by large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that could replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly had a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and elevated cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools within 10
miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located in close proximity and
under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact on these populations has not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR
and its impact on schools, why isn’t an in-depth discussion of health
concerns, especially as they relate to children, included?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within close
proximity of airports? With the eight communities located within 10 miles of
JWA? What were the findings on the specific communities?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mix is different and heavier in carbon and
particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices
regarding the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Lorian K. Petry
1239 Bayside Drive
Corona del Mar, CA 92625
949-721-1922

6

3-862

Letter 240
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Darcy Post <darcypost@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:29 AM
EIR627
JWA proposal
11.15.18 EIR Comment Letter.pdf

Hello Ms. Choum.
Please see the attached letter as a response to your Nov 21 deadline.
Thank you,
Darcy Post

Darcy Post
newport beach, california
949.395.9566

1

3-863

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
3-864
1

e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If
yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
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Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning
after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well
within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations
have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of
JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Name: Darcy Post
E-mail: darcypost@gmail.com
Home Address: 2 Hampshire Court , Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
2

3-869

consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
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confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in-depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices regarding the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR. Thank you.
Sincerely,
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Edward T. Post
2 Hampshire Ct.
Newport Beach, CA
92660
ned@nedTpost.com
cell: 208-720-0695
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Letter 242
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Prasad Photography <prasadportraits@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:50 PM
EIR627
John Wayne Airport

November 20, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
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a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what
have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically
based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft,
which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
i.

Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?

j.

How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?

k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l.

If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?

m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA
aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training
departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?
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u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training
flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet
currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
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h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has
been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
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c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Warmly,
Nrapendra Prasad
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340 Cherry Tree Lane,
Newport Beach, CA 92660
info@prasadphoto.com
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Letter 244
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stephanie Rados <l8bloomr@roadrunner.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:32 PM
EIR627
SCH No.2017031072

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety
of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the
time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
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d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no,
why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly
journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is
unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
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a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Stephanie, Steve, Lauren and Chase Rados
661 Via Lido Soud
Newport Beach, CA 92663
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November 21, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
1
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d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
2

3-892

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
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have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
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d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Dale Ransom
Board of Directors, Bayview Terrace
Chair, Architectural Review Committee, Bayview Terrace
62 Cormorant Circle
Newport Beach, CA. 92660
rg@ransomgroupltd.com
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Letter 246
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gail Reisman <gailreisman@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:00 PM
EIR627
Aviation Improvement Peogram

November 17, 2018

Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH
No. 2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following
are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to
the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due
on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in
length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited
to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill
equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and
respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
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2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport
operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of
2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of
noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and
economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted
by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.

Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at
JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft
owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at
JWA?
f.
How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft
based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and
neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic,
including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a
24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i.
Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during
a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j.
How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA
through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring
communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l.
If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be
a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly
basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing
numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the
GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour
period if the GAIP is approved?
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q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately
owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their
operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace
existing flight schools?
t.
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap
or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours
for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no,
why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact
to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is
submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and
pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private
GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to
conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative environmental
impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will
include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with
the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better
controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes,
how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA
jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay
departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by
commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this
would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be
accommodated by JWA?
f.
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise
emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done,
what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation
specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why
not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has
a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If
no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in
Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on
the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk
analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied
on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen
concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA
jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts
to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR
discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the
boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet
from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous
studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health
issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children suffer
cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress,
heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks,
strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse
health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are
thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure
paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

4

3-899

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than
significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and
residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the
impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the
impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they
relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research
concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports?
Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures
from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would
result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no,
why not?
f.
In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise
levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as
to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to
assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they
might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns
presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated
under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be
caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will
be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed
of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and
the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,
Drs. Gail and Sorel Reisman
112 Via Havre
Lido Isle
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Letter 247
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nicole Reynolds <nfreynolds@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:43 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what
have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically
based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft,
which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
i.

Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?

j.

How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?

k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l.

If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?

m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA
aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training
departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training
flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet
currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
3
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Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has
been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
4
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the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Nicole F Reynolds
1509 Dolphin Terrace
Corona del Mar, CA 92625
(949) 466-9551
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Letter 248
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gmail <catherinerichards234@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 12:51 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
1
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c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no
significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
2
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Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in
peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There
are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
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a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located
within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Catherine Richards
2562 Fairway Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Richardsclan@sbcglobal.net
Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 249
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janni Richardson <jsrv@sbcglobal.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 3:45 PM
EIR627
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Dear Ms. Choum,
You must not live in the area!
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Costa Mesa, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
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f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no
significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
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b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Costa Mesa and surroundings? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in
peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There
are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located
within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
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b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over surrounding area? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR; I await your response!
Sincerely,
Janni Richardson
714.310.4664
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Letter 250
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

GINNY RILEY <griley145@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 11:34 AM
EIR627
Airport
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Ginny Riley
1529 Dolphin Terrace
Corona del Mar, CA 92625
_griley145@yahoo.com_____________________________________________ (include your name,
home and email addresses
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Letter 251
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vicki Ronaldson <v.ronaldson@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:30 AM
EIR627
my comments

November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand
it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1
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a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o.

What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number
of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
2
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no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation
and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e.

If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?

f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR
3
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617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused
by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These
studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and
greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are
present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from
the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result
from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
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If no, why not?
c.

Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Vicki and Don Ronaldson
506 San Bernardino Ave
NB CA 92663
v.ronaldson@gmail.com
sallybeardog@gmail.com
--

vicki
949-933-2332c
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Letter 252
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Paul Root <paul@madisonstreetpartners.net>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 10:45 AM
EIR627
JWA
JWA.pdf

Dear Ms. ChoumPlease see the attached letter in reference to the recent proposition regarding JWA.
Thank you,
Paul
Paul Root Partner Lic. 01250765
MADISON STREET PARTNERS Broker Lic. 01478228
4100 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 350 | Newport Beach, CA 92660
T 949 468 2243 | F 949 585 9866 | C 949 874 5698
paul@mspcre.com | www.mspcre.com
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
We are sharing a letter drafted on behalf of our community in protest of the
proposed General Aviation Improvement Program, but we want to add personal
observations about the air pollution in our neighborhood, Kings Road, Newport
Beach 92663. As residents on this street for fourteen years, we have observed
regular pollution from jet fuel that adheres to our decks, driveways, and other
outdoor surfaces. This pollution is not the same as what is associated with
automobile and truck traffic. It is a sticky substance that adheres to surfaces, rather
than the black, carbon-like material identifiable with the exhaust from vehicles.
Never does this form of air pollution get recognized in Environmental Impact
Reports, and every effort we have made to bring such pollution to the attention of
the local press and governments have been ignored. It is real, and we are sure it is a
carcinogen. We wish to add our voices to our neighbors’ protests of this hastily
drafted and incomplete EIR, and we want to note specifically the importance of
considering the direct pollution of incomplete jet fuel combustion and its negative
impact on the lives of residents living in the paths of commercial airliners arriving
and departing JWA. Please take this complaint seriously; the pollution is real and
specific to the operation of airplanes.
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
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Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
2
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l.
m.
n.
o.
p.
q.
r.
s.
t.

u.

If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
3
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a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
4
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noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
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Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
John C. and Kristin H. Rowe
700 Kings Rd.
Newport Beach, CA 92663
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Letter 254
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Elisabeth Schutz <esopbetsy@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 6:18 PM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx; ATT00001.txt

Hello, Anita
My husband and I approve of this letter. We are out of town and unable to sign it, but please consider this message our
approval.
Thank you,
Elisabeth and Andrew Schutz
69 Old Course Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92660
949 219-0093
schutz@sbcglobal.net
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Letter 256
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

John Sciarra <johnsciarraca@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:51 AM
EIR627
JWA / Airport
Ronnie Airport.jpg; Ronnie Airport1.jpg; Ronnie Airport2.jpg; Ronnie Air.jpg; Ronnie Air1.jpg; Ronnie
Air2.jpg

Dear Ms. Choum: Please see very import attachments. Thank you.
Sincerely,
John M. Sciarra

1

3-955

3-956

3-957

3-958

3-959

3-960

3-961

Letter 257
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Matthew Shaw <mjshaw07@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:35 AM
EIR627
EIR - JWA
11.15.18 EIR Comments letter.docx

Dear Ms. Choum - please see the attached letter.
Matthew Shaw
Newport Beach, CA
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Matthew Shaw, 1600 Anita Lane, Newport Beach – mjshaw07@gmail.com
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Letter 258
From:
Sent:
To:
Attachments:

Terry Shea <ctsoilandgas@earthlink.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 4:25 PM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

See attached,
Thanks,
Terry P Shea
Coastal Technical Sales, LLC
Office Phone # 949-515-9101
Cell Phone # 714-299-8210
Fax # 949-515-9123
www.coastaltechsales.com
In Proud Association with:
www.flowconditioner.com www.delmarscientific.com
www.vrgcontrols.com
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Terry P. Shea

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
Terry. Patrick Shea
Addresses: 471 Walnut Place, Costa Mesa, Ca. 92627
Email: ctsoilandgas@earthlink.net
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Letter 260
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carrie Slayback <carrieslayback@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 12:19 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program

November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments regarding
the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and
respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
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d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building
additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used
by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime
arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
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d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact
section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that
would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach?
If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is
extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement
Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is
misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated
satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different
emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a
minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer
risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10
miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure
paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5.

Flight Patterns.
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Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to
this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely, Carrie Slayback
carrieslayback@gmail.com
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses
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Letter 261
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brad Smith <bradsmith406@outlook.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:44 AM
EIR627
RE: GAIP-Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including
larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
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l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If
not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet
aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
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expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in
peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There
are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located
within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact
to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning
the health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of
JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Brad Smith, 132 Via Waziers, Newport Beach, CA 92663

Brad Smith
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Letter 262
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Greg Smith <gmsmith10@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:13 AM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments
11.15.18 EIR Comments.pdf

Hello Ms Choum,
We are located in East Bluff and are significantly impacted by the aircraft noise... Unfairly I/we might add as they
continue to fly either far to one side of the bay or, recently, overhead directly.
Please review my document and comment

Best Regards,
Gregory M Smith
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Gregory & Joyce Smith
2142 Vista Dorado
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Gmsmith10@gmail.com
714-743-2438
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely, Marion Smith
110 Via Quito, Newport Beach, Lido Isle
92663
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail to: EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum, Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft EIR (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum,
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for review/comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3)
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain to the efficiency and economic benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
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c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller, privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
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u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4)
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that GAIP will be not significantly cause negative
impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the
additional noise and pollution to be created; especially, considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is
approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
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g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4)
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
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b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in-depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns
Comment: Although DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as
to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if GAIP is approved? If yes,
what are the changes?
Please keep me informed of any developments related to tis DEIR, including public
notices in regards to GAIP and Notice of Availability of Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Dr. F Soulati and Mrs. G. Soulati
328 Vista Trucha, 000 Vista Cajon, NB 92660; gsoulati@yahoo.com
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Letter 265
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tracy Specter <tracyelmer@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 5:40 AM
EIR627
Airplane noise, curfew, pollution

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated toarrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a negative impact to the community interms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
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Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not beenconsidered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over
Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Tracy Specter

2515 Blackthorn St.
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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tracyelmer@yahoo.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 266
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Stanton <lisabstanton@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:28 PM
EIR627
Resident Comments, DEIR, GAIP

November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
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clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If
yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated toarrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved?Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum
number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be notsignificantly cause a negative impact to the community interms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
2
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for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given
the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the
large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial
jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen
satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport
Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
3
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cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not beenconsidered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns
that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval
of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns
and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over
Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Lisa Stanton
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______________________________________________ 2692 Circle Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92663

Sent from my iPhone
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Letter 267
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

jpstavale@aol.com
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 7:38 AM
EIR627
JWA - Airport Noise
Aviation Letter.pdf

Please read attached and respond.
Thank you,
Joani Stavale
23 Canyon Crest Dr.
92625
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Letter 268
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Louis Stavale <ljstavale@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 9:07 AM
EIR627
William O'Neill
Please Listen
scan.pdf

November 20, 2018

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
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Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.

Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what
have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically
based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in
larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft,
which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If
yes, how many? If no, why not?
i.

Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how
many? If no, why not?

j.

How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?

k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
2

3-1027

l.

If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?

m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA
aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s)
specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training
departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why
not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training
flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).

Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.

Questions:

3

3-1028

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and
departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet
currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
4
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within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has
been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of
populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is
different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet
aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.

Questions:

5
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a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial
jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has
there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If
no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.

Sincerely,

Louis J Stavale
23 Canyon Crest Drive
Corona Del Mar, CA 92625
ljstavale@aol.com
(949) 355-1992
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

4

3-1049

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Richard D. Strack
2005 Baja
Newport Beach, CA 92660
rick.strack@gmail.com
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Letter 272
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Louise Stuart <lstuart@stuart-davis.net>
Monday, November 19, 2018 8:35 PM
EIR627
Draft Environmental Impact Report 627 for the GAIP
11.15.18 EIR Comments.pdf

Please see attached regarding our concerns in connection with the Draft Environmental Impact Report 627 for the GAIP.
Thank you for your consideration.
Louise J. Stuart
Craig S. Davis
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November 19, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As members of the general public and concerned residents of Newport Beach, the
following are our questions and comments regarding the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill-equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it, and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain to the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately-owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately-owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of our comments and questions. Please keep us
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
connection with the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Louise J. Stuart
Craig S. Davis
554 Vista Flora
Newport Beach CA 92660
lstuart@stuart-davis.net
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419 Marguerite Ave
Corona del Mar, CA 92625
November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?

5

3-1071

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Obviously this is a pre-written letter. I have read the letter above and while I have
not taken the time to read the EIR in its entirety, I can say that the letter echos my
sentiments on this issue.
Sincerely,
Vikki Swanson
vikki@vikkiswanson.com
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Letter 274
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Shannon Tarnutzer <smtarnutzer@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 4:29 PM
EIR627
Pfg1941@gmail.com
JWA Aircraft Noise Letter
OC Airport.pdf

Dear Ms. Choum,
Attached please find a letter regarding the airport noise.
Shannon Tarnutzer
smtarnutzer@gmail.com
949-939-1557 cell
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Letter 275
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen Taylor <ktaylor01@roadrunner.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 2:50 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):

1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
1
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d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
2
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Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.

Questions:
3
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a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Karen Taylor
1100 Devon Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
ktaylor01@roadrunner.com
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Letter 276
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Elizabeth Thamer <elizabeth.thamer@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 7:14 PM
EIR627
John Wayne Airport Proposed Changes
11.15.18 EIR Comments.pdf

For your consideration!
Elizabeth Thamer
-Elizabeth Thamer REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL elizabeth.thamer@gmail.com M. 949.433.5011 T. 949.698.1323 F.
949.698.1322 VILLA REAL ESTATE 450 NEWPORT CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 100 NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92660
VILLAREALESTATE.COM CAL BRE No. 01169245
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1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
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3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
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4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
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Letter 277
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Thomson <Nbjacks@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:13 PM
EIR627
DEIR

Sent from my iPhone Laura

November 17, 2018
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety
of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the
time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
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f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no,
why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly
journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is
unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in
the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
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f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a
distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

3

3-1090

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Laura Thomson
Nbjacks@aol.com
853 Via Lido Soud
Newport Beach, CA 92663
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Letter 278
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelly Trainor (via Google Docs) <mathtrainor@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 11:06 AM
EIR627
11.15.18 EIR Comments

mathtrainor@gmail.com has shared a link to the following document:

11.15.18 EIR Comments
Open in Docs
Google Docs: Create and edit documents online.
Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
You have received this email because someone shared a document with you from Google Docs.
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Letter 280
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

QueenMom <queenmom@the-castle.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 6:45 AM
EIR627
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
11.15.18 EIR Comments FV 11-20-18.pdf

Please see attached letter.
Sincerely,
Fini Van Natta
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Fini Van Natta

902 S. Bayfront
Balboa Island, California
92662
November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:

As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
3-1107

pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
2
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s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
3
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e.
f.

g.
h.

previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
4
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Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
5
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Fini Van Natta
902 S. Bayfront
Balboa Island, CA 92662
Queenmom@the-castle.net
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Letter 281
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Earl Votolato <earlv@spellboundinc.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:22 AM
EIR627
EIR627 letter- please respond

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it
and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
1
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d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number
allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o.

What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of
training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and
training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
2
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Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts
for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e.

If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?

f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617
relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
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Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential development
approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies
conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over
flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have
confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA
departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration
has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the
flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA
jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from
nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
If no, why not?
c.

Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Earl Votolato. 2908 Cliff Dr, Newport Beach, Ca 92663. Earljv@sbcglobal.net<mailto:Earljv@sbcglobal.net>
______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses
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Letter 282
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimberly Votolato <votolato01@sbcglobal.net>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:55 AM
EIR627
EIR627 please address all questions

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution
on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with
no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
1
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c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
2
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u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no
significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff
and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
3
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Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that
children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue
stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes
and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from
airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in
schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas
located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have
not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA
as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA
jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA
and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
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Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase
in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP.
Sincerely
Kimberly Votolato
Email me or send answers via mail. votolato01@sbcglobal.net
Address
2908 Cliff Dr
Newport Beach, Ca 92663
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Letter 283
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Ronnie Weinstein <ronnie_weinstein@comcast.net>
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 10:28 PM
EIR627
GAIP
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx
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November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1

3-1124

Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Ronnie & Cathy Weinstein
505 Evening Star Lane
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Ronnie_weinstein@comcast.net
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Portia Weiss <portiaweiss@gmail.com>
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General Aviation Improvement Program
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are important comments which address my concerns regarding the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne
Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Portia Weiss
portiaweiss@gmail.com
421 San Bernardino Avenue
Newport Beach, CA 92663

6

3-1136

Letter 285
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Weiss <rickweissmd@gmail.com> on behalf of Richard Weiss <drweiss@drweiss.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 8:41 AM
EIR627
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)

November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my comments
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General
Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with
an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages of
appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most
members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently understand
it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous
sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1

3-1137

a.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?

b.

Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?

c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes,
what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have
historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e.

Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?

f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an
increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate
aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the
GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes,
how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional
hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k.

Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?

l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum
number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o.

What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?

p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is
approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is
approved?
r.

What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?

s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight
school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number
of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
2
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no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation
and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in terms
of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be
no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40%
of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the
current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals
and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what
limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large
corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of
the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures that would replace
aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e.

If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?

f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet
fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the
existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satelliteprecision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely
complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement
(“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR
3
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617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven
precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions
anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more sensitive members
of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive
populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused
by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These
studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and
greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are
present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from
the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t
there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and
welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel
mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the increase in
GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result
from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that
were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of
the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and
how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently used by
commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex,
has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach?
4
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If no, why not?
c.

Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related
to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Richard Weiss
drweiss@drweiss.com
421 San Bernardino Avenue
Newport Beach, CA 092663

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email addresses
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Letter 287

November 21, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com

Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:

As members of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are our comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:

The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.

Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).

This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:

a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
2
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?

3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.

Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:

a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
3
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?

4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).

Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.

Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.

4
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Questions:

a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?

5. Flight Patterns.

Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:

a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?

5
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep us
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices with
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

Kammi & Steve Wilson
1532 Highland Drive
Newport Beach CA 92660
kgenova@hotmail.com
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Letter 288
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kammi Wilson <kgenova@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, November 21, 2018 12:53 PM
EIR627
GAIP
11-21-18 EIR Comments.pdf

November 17, 2018
Dear Ms. Choum:
Please see the attached letter, copied within the body of this email for your convenience.
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
1. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
2. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
3. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why
not? If yes, what have been their responses?
4. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
5. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
1

3-1152

6. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA
and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
7. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
8. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period
under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
9. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
10. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
11. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
12. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
13. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
14. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of larger
international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
15. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
16. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP
is approved?
17. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft
if the GAIP is approved?
18. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
19. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
20. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum
number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be
the maximum number? If no, why not?
21. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
2
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1. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
2. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
3. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If
yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
4. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern
by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered
in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in
commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not
impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
5. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
6. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
7. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
8. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the NextGen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative impact on
Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well
within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.
Questions:
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1. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a
close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been
considered, why not?
2. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children?
3. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
4. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
5. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
6. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would
result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
1. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
2. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal
Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the increase in air
traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
3. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep us informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Steve & Kammi Wilson
152 Highland Drive
Newport Beach CA 92660

4
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Comments Made at the
September 26, 2018 Public Meeting

Comments Received

COMMENTS MADE AT THE SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 PUBLIC
MEETING
The County of Orange conducted a public meeting during the public review period on the Draft
Program Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”). The meeting was held on September 26, 2018,
in the City of Costa Mesa at the John Wayne Airport Commission Hearing Room. There were a
total of 8 speakers who made a total of 28 comments during the comment period of the public
meeting. In addition, 18 comments were made by members of the audience during the public
presentation portion of the meeting, for a total of 46 comments. The meeting was recorded and
a transcript made, including the recorded comments provided by the public at the meeting. As
with the comment letters, the transcript is bracketed and numbered to identify each comment,
with the corresponding responses provided after the transcript.
For those comments made during the formal comment period of the public meeting
(Responses 19 through 47), the name of the speaker is listed under the response number. For
those comments made during the public presentation portion of the meeting, the names of the
commenters are not known because it was not the designated portion of the meeting for making
comments. As a result, these speakers did not introduce themselves.
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Comments Received After
the Public Review Period

Comments Received

COMMENTS RECEIVED AFTER THE PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD
After the public review period ended on November 21, 2018, the County received 28 additional
comment letters/emails. Although the State CEQA Guidelines do not require that the County
respond to these late comments, the County has elected to prepare written responses because
they were received within the timeframe when responses were being prepared. The names of
those submitting late comments are listed below.
Of the 28 comment letters received after the public review period, 10 are the standardized letter.
In the listing below, those with (sl) after the name submitted the standardized letter. The
bracketed standardized letter is included in Section 3.6. If supplemental comments were
included with the standardized letter, those comments are bracketed on the individual letter.
Those with supplemental comments are noted with (sc) after their name.
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Kathryn Anderson (sl)



Susan and Sam Anderson



Camille and Matthew Beehler



Matthew Christensen (sl)(sc)



CPF Airway Associates



CPF Airway Associates



Scott Fischer (sl)



Marilynn Henry



Roger Hughes (sl)



Janssen (sl)5



Julie Johnson (2 through 9)



Holly Kincaid (sl)



David and Cathy Lichodziejewski



Beverly Blais Moosmann



Beverly Blais Mossmann



Christine Northridge (sl)



Bonnie and Dan O’Neil (sl)



City of Santa Ana



SCL Equipment Finance submitted by Barbara Griffith (sl)



Myriam Shapiro



Veronica Sheward (sl)

Letter not signed and only what appears to be a last name is indicated on the envelope.

3-1186

J OHN W AYNE A IRPORT G ENERAL A VIATION I MPROVEMENT P ROGRAM
F INAL P ROGRAM E NVIRONMENTAL I MPACT R EPORT 627

Letter 289
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathryn Anderson <mkathryna@gmail.com>
Friday, November 23, 2018 7:29 AM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program

Via Electronic Mail EIR627@ocair.com Ms. Lea Choum Land Use Manager at JWA 3160 Airway Avenue Costa
Mesa, CA 92626 Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072) Dear Ms. Choum: As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Costa Mesa who
lives under the flight path, the following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”)
pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”): 1. DEIR Complexity
and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment: The DEIR was made available for public review on
September 20, 2018, with comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with 2,200 pages
of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that
most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document, sufficiently
understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in the time allotted. Question: Why can’t
additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR? 2. Project Objectives (Section 3). This section
lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and profitability. Comment: As
you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there are numerous sections
that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives
clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities
impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA. Questions: a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident
corporate jet aircraft? b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft? c. Have local corporations been
surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their
responses? d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners who
have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how? e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately
owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA? f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring
communities? g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes? h. Has it been determined how many
additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why
not? i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If
yes, how many? If no, why not? j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at
JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities? k. Will the
GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft? l. If the GAIP increases the number of
international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period?
If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive
at JWA on a daily or weekly basis? n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail. o. What is
the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved? p. How many GA
privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved? q. How many
overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved? s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight
schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools? t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be
established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not? u. If any flight schools specializing in jet
aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If yes, what
will be the hours? If no, why not? 3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the community in
terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially considering the leaded fuel mixture
used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been
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numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious
health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will
be no significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection that by 2016,
40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo
is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling. Questions: a. As GA
jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current
lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet? b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated? c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on
the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no,
why not? d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by
the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t
this considered? e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated
by JWA? f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis? g. Will
there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing
curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not? h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise
or pollution impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly
has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not? 4.
Health Risk Analysis (Section 4). Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis
(“HRA”) in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR
submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the implementation
of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the
DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP
is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any
evidence. Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors”
and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a residential
development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport workers. In response, there have been
numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths.
These studies have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart
attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects
from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions: a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what
consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close
proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered, why not? b.
Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why
isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to children? c. Did the County in the
preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living
within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA? d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the
new aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate
pollutants? e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from the
increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not? f. In preparing the DEIR, was
there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not? 5. Flight Patterns. Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight
patterns, it is unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns
would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions: a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex? b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will
follow the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact
that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not? c. Will there be any changes in
2
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GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes? Thank you for your consideration of my
comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public
notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR. Sincerely,
Kathryn Anderson
2674 Riverside Drive (across from Newport Beach Golf Course)
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
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Letter 295
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Fischer <spfischer2@gmail.com>
Friday, November 23, 2018 5:11 PM
EIR627
General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2017031072)

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1.
2. DEIR Complexity and Length
3. Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
4.
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions
in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2.
3. Project Objectives (Section
4.
3).
5.
1
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This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018, there
are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and pollution on
health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no
indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a.
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet
c.
aircraft?
d.
e.
f.
Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
g.
h.
i. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their
j.
interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
k.
l.
m. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned
n. piston-powered driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes,
how?
o.
p.
q.
r. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately
s.
owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
t.
u.
v. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately
w.
owned piston- powered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit
Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
x.
y.
z. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure
aa.
and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
bb.
cc.
dd. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft
ee.
departures will occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
ff.
gg.
hh. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft
ii.
departures allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
jj.
2
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kk.
ll. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large
mm. corporate jet aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and
other neighboring communities?
nn.
oo.
pp. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights
qq.
to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
rr.
ss.
tt. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights
uu.
in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
vv.
ww.
xx. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive
yy.
at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
zz.
aaa.
bbb.
What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted
ccc.
regarding the increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
ddd.
eee.
fff. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft
ggg.
departures and arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
hhh.
iii.
jjj. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of
kkk. handling during a 24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
lll.
mmm.
nnn.
How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made
ooo. available for GA privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
ppp.
qqq.
rrr. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is
sss.
approved?
ttt.
uuu.
vvv.
If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools
www. be permitted to continue their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft
flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
xxx.
yyy.
zzz.
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight
aaaa. instruction are anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and arrivals
during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
bbbb.
cccc.
3

3-1202

dddd.
If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight
eeee. instruction are anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established? If
yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
ffff.
3.
4. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant
5.
(Section 4).
6.
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there
has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew
hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peer-reviewed
scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring
communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant
negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The projection
that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement
EIR noise modeling.
Questions:
a.
b. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise
c.
limits, how will this be better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA
jet aircraft fleet?
d.
e.
f. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and
g.
departures anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
h.
i.
j. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime
k.
arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why
not?
l.
m.
n. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10%
o. noise generating Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise Impact section of the
Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net increase in commercial departures
p. that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these
neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
q.
4
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r.

s.
t. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA
u.
jet aircraft that would be accommodated by JWA?
v.
w.
x. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft
y. compare with the noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
z.
aa.
bb.
cc. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures?
dd.
Will there be any such limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
ee.
ff.
gg. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution
hh.
impact take into consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been
drawn? If no, why not?
ii.

4.
5. Health Risk Analysis (Section
6.
4).
7.
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of the
DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted during
the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that
reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to the
implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are flown
today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the expected
increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in
emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive
receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically
mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and airport
workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in peer-reviewed
scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals
on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population suffers undue stress, heart
disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater
cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport
5
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pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the flight
paths.

Questions:
a.
b. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact
c. of the GAIP is “less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic
fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity and under the flight paths of
JWA? If the impact these populations have not been considered,
d.
why not?
e.
f.
g. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors
h.
section of the DEIR, including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
i.
j.
k. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and
l.
consider recent research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a close
proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
m.
n.
o. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new
p.
aircraft population departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and
particulate pollutants?
q.
r.
s. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of
t.
the added pollution that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
u.
v.
w. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of
x.
the impact of increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If
no, why not?
y.
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the flight
patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet
aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and
commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
6
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Questions:
a.
b. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP
c.
follow the existing flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
d.
e.
f. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow
g.
the flight patterns mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
h.
i.
j. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the
k.
GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the changes?
l.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Scott Fischer
34 Cape Andover
Newport Beach, CA. 92660
spfischer2@gmail.com
Scott P. Fischer, M.D.
Shoulder Reconstruction Surgery
Orthopaedic Specialty Institute of Orange County
16300 Sand Canyon Avenue, Suite 511
Irvine, CA 92618
(949) 255-9738
www.scottfischermd.com
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Letter 307
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Holly Kincaid <kincaidrealty@aol.com>
Saturday, November 24, 2018 11:53 AM
EIR627
Airport Issues

November 4, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.
2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the following are my
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John
Wayne Airport General Aviation Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with comments due on
November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600 pages in length, with
2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general public are invited to “comment” on the
DEIR, it is submitted that most members of the general public are ill equipped to read through the
entirety of the document, sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and
questions in the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit airport operations and
profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
there are numerous sections that address community concerns regarding the impact of noise and
pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of
the GAIP with no indication of concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution
emanating from JWA.
Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
1
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c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing their jets at JWA? If no,
why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered driven aircraft owners
who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned piston- powered aircraft based at
JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft, benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet traffic, including larger
corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will occur in a 24-hour
period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures allowable during a 24-hour
period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet aircraft at JWA through
building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA, will there be a cap or
maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If
no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the increasing numbers of
larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and arrivals if the GAIP is
approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a 24-hour period if the
GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA privately owned jet
aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue their operations? If not,
will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction replace existing flight schools?
t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will a cap or
maximum number of training departures and arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes,
what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are anticipated, will hours for their
operation and training flights be established? If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a negative impact to the
community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that
there has been an insufficient consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created;
especially considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from
curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies reported in many peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health impacts for
neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no
significant negative environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and unrealistic. The
projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 aircraft using JWA will include the
quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer speculation and is in conflict with the 2014
Settlement Agreement EIR noise modeling.
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Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be better controlled,
especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures anticipated? If yes, how many
nighttime arrivals and departures are anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and departures of GA jet aircraft?
If yes, what limitations will be established? If no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating Back Bay departure
pattern by the large corporate jets on the same neighborhood impacted by commercial departures
considered in the Noise Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a
net increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were previously fanning after
takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why wasn’t this considered?
e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would be accommodated by
JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the noise emitted from the
commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this analysis has been done, what is the basis for the
analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such limitation specifically
during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into consideration the
Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that have clearly has a significant negative
impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”) in Section 4 of
the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also relies heavily on the EIR submitted
during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR 617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted
that reliance on the previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision flight patterns that are
flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the different emissions anticipated from the
expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal
increase in emissions is unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential health impacts to more
sensitive members of the community, especially the impact on children. The DEIR discusses
“sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations” noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA,
specifically mentioning a residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA
and airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and published in
peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues caused by airports, over flights,
departures and arrivals on children and adults in communities under the flight paths. These studies
have confirmed that children suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general
population suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies have concluded
that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present within 10 miles of an airport. There
are thousands of children in schools well within a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths
and thousands of people who live under the flight paths.
Questions:
3
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a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is “less than significant,”
what consideration has been given to the schools, athletic fields, parks and residential areas located
within a close proximity and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR, including the impact to
schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of health concerns especially as they relate to
children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent research concerning the
health and welfare of populations living within a close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population departures from JWA as
the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution that would result from
the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of increased noise levels that
would result from nighttime flights of GA jet aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is unclear as to the
flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear what flight patterns would be followed
by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP. Clarification is needed to assess the differences
between GA and commercial aircraft departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of
the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing flight patterns presently
used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns mandated under the
SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to the impact that will be caused by the
increase in air traffic over Newport Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes, what will be the
changes?
Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me informed of all
developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in regards to the GAIP and the Notice of
Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Holly Kincaid
1511 Santiago Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Kincaidrealty@aol.com
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Letter 311
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Dcn212 <dcn212@aol.com>
Thursday, November 22, 2018 9:06 PM
EIR627
GAIP-DEIR SCH#2017031072
#11-20-18 EIR Comments - Corporate Jet Hangars.docx

Dear Ms. Choum,
Please consider my letter (attached) as it relates to the GAIP-DEIR.
Thank you,
Chris Northridge
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November 20, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain to the efficiency and economic benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
1
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the existing fleet of privately-owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately-owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately-owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departures and arrivals of GA
jet traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will not significantly cause a negative
impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous materials, etc., is
unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient consideration of the
additional noise and pollution that will be created, especially from the leaded fuel
mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their exemption from curfew hours
under GA regulations. There have been numerous studies published in peerreviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and pollution have serious health
impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic to conclude that if the GAIP is
approved that there will be no significant negative environmental impact to
Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA would include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo was
sheer speculation and conflicts with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure patterns by large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that could replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly had a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and elevated cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health effects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools within 10
miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who live under the
flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located in close proximity and
under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact on these populations has not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR
and its impact on schools, why isn’t an in-depth discussion of health
concerns, especially as they relate to children, included?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within close
proximity of airports? With the eight communities located within 10 miles of
JWA? What were the findings on the specific communities?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mix is different and heavier in carbon and
particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices
regarding the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,
Christine Northridge
310 Avenida Cumbre
Newport Beach CA. 92660
714-401-0660

6

3-1247

Letter 312

3-1248

3-1249

3-1250

Letter 313

SA-1

3-1251

Letter 314
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Barbara Griffith <bgriffith@socalleasing.com>
Monday, November 26, 2018 9:46 AM
EIR627
DEIR
11.15.18 EIR Comments.docx

Letter regarding the attachment
Barbara Griffith
President

714‐573‐9804 x 101
bgriffith@sclfinance.com
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1

3-1252

November 17, 2018
Via Electronic Mail
EIR627@ocair.com
Ms. Lea Choum
Land Use Manager at JWA
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Re: General Aviation Improvement Program – Draft Environmental Impact Report
(SCH No. 2017031072)
Dear Ms. Choum:
As a member of the general public and a concerned resident of Newport Beach, the
following are my comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(“DEIR”) pertaining to the proposed John Wayne Airport General Aviation
Improvement Project (“GAIP”):
1. DEIR Complexity and Length Relative to Time Limitations for Comment:
The DEIR was made available for public review on September 20, 2018, with
comments due on November 6, 2018, with an extension until November 21, 2018.
Comment: This is an incredibly complex and detailed document that is over 600
pages in length, with 2,200 pages of appendices. Although members of the general
public are invited to “comment” on the DEIR, it is submitted that most members of
the general public are ill equipped to read through the entirety of the document,
sufficiently understand it and respond to it with their comments and questions in
the time allotted.
Question: Why can’t additional time be provided for the review and comment to the
DEIR?
2. Project Objectives (Section 3).
This section lists separate objectives of the GAIP, which appear only to benefit
airport operations and profitability.
Comment: As you are surely aware, under the recently enacted FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018, there are numerous sections that address community concerns
regarding the impact of noise and pollution on health. The Project Objectives clearly
pertain the efficiency and economical benefits of the GAIP with no indication of
concerns for the communities impacted by noise and pollution emanating from JWA.
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Questions:
a. Is the GAIP for the benefit of nonresident corporate jet aircraft?
b. Is the GAIP for the benefit of local corporate jet aircraft?
c. Have local corporations been surveyed regarding their interest in housing
their jets at JWA? If no, why not? If yes, what have been their responses?
d. Does the GAIP benefit the exiting fleet of privately owned piston-powered
driven aircraft owners who have historically based their aircraft at JWA? If
yes, how?
e. Will the GAIP result in a decrease of smaller privately owned piston-powered
aircraft at JWA?
f. How does a decrease in the number of smaller privately owned pistonpowered aircraft based at JWA and an increase in larger GA jet aircraft,
benefit Newport Beach and neighboring communities?
g. What is the basis for the assumptions of daily departure and arrival of GA jet
traffic, including larger corporate aircraft, which will be displacing smaller
GA private planes?
h. Has it been determined how many additional GA jet aircraft departures will
occur in a 24-hour period under the GAIP? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
i. Will there be a cap or a maximum number of GA jet aircraft departures
allowable during a 24-hour period? If yes, how many? If no, why not?
j. How does the GAIP, with its goal of accommodating large corporate jet
aircraft at JWA through building additional hangers, benefit Newport Beach
and other neighboring communities?
k. Will the GAIP result in an increase of international flights to JWA via GA jet
aircraft?
l. If the GAIP increases the number of international flights in and out of JWA,
will there be a cap or maximum number allowed during any a 24-hour
period? If yes, what will be the maximum number? If no, why not?
m. How many international flights are anticipated to arrive at JWA on a daily or
weekly basis?
n. What type of TSA-type security screening will be conducted regarding the
increasing numbers of larger international GA aircraft if the GAIP is
approved? Please describe in detail.
o. What is the predicted net average daily change in aircraft departures and
arrivals if the GAIP is approved?
p. How many GA privately owned jets will JWA be capable of handling during a
24-hour period if the GAIP is approved?
q. How many overnight hangers or other spaces will be made available for GA
privately owned jet aircraft if the GAIP is approved?
r. What will be the economic benefit to JWA if the GAIP is approved?
s. If the GAIP is approved, will existing flight schools be permitted to continue
their operations? If not, will flight school(s) specializing in jet aircraft flight
instruction replace existing flight schools?
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t. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will a cap or maximum number of training departures and
arrivals during a 24-hour period be established? If yes, what will be the
maximum number? If no, why not?
u. If any flight schools specializing in jet aircraft flight instruction are
anticipated, will hours for their operation and training flights be established?
If yes, what will be the hours? If no, why not?
3. DEIR Conclusions that Environmental Impacts are Insignificant (Section 4).
Comment: The DEIR conclusion that the GAIP will be not significantly cause a
negative impact to the community in terms of noise, air quality, hazardous
materials, etc., is unrealistic. It is submitted that there has been an insufficient
consideration of the additional noise and pollution that will be created; especially
considering the leaded fuel mixture used by private GA jet aircraft and their
exemption from curfew hours under GA regulations. There have been numerous
studies reported in many peer-reviewed scholarly journals that airport noise and
pollution have serious health impacts for neighboring communities. It is unrealistic
to conclude that if the GAIP is approved that there will be no significant negative
environmental impact to Newport Beach and other neighboring communities.
Furthermore, the assumptions supporting the noise analysis are flawed and
unrealistic. The projection that by 2016, 40% of the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320
aircraft using JWA will include the quieter 737-MAX and Airbus A320-Neo is sheer
speculation and is in conflict with the 2014 Settlement Agreement EIR noise
modeling.
Questions:
a. As GA jet aircraft have a long history of violating noise limits, how will this be
better controlled, especially given the current lack of regulation of the GA jet
aircraft fleet?
b. Is an increase in GA jet aircraft nighttime arrivals and departures
anticipated? If yes, how many nighttime arrivals and departures are
anticipated?
c. Will JWA place a cap or limit on the number of nighttime arrivals and
departures of GA jet aircraft? If yes, what limitations will be established? If
no, why not?
d. Why wasn’t the negative impact of an additional 5-10% noise generating
Back Bay departure pattern by the large corporate jets on the same
neighborhood impacted by commercial departures considered in the Noise
Impact section of the Appendix? As this would have the same impact as a net
increase in commercial departures that would replace aircraft that were
previously fanning after takeoff and not impacting these neighbors, why
wasn’t this considered?
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e. If the GAIP is approved, what would be the largest GA jet aircraft that would
be accommodated by JWA?
f. How would the noise from departing large GA jet aircraft compare with the
noise emitted from the commercial jet fleet currently using JWA? If this
analysis has been done, what is the basis for the analysis?
g. Will there be a limitation on large GA jet departures? Will there be any such
limitation specifically during the existing curfew hours? If yes, what will be
the limitations? If no, why not?
h. Do the GAIP conclusions of no significant noise or pollution impact take into
consideration the Next-Gen satellite-precision concentrated flight paths that
have clearly has a significant negative impact on Newport Beach? If yes, what
conclusions have been drawn? If no, why not?
4. Health Risk Analysis (Section 4).
Comment: Although related to the above comment, the health risk analysis (“HRA”)
in Section 4 of the DEIR is extremely complicated and confusing. The DEIR also
relies heavily on the EIR submitted during the 2014 Settlement Agreement (“EIR
617”) for its health risk analysis (“HRA”). It is submitted that reliance on the
previous EIR is misplaced. EIR 617 relied on existing 2014 flight patterns prior to
the implementation of the FAA Next Gen concentrated satellite driven precision
flight patterns that are flown today. Furthermore, the DEIR does not anticipate the
different emissions anticipated from the expected increase in GA jet aircraft if the
GAIP is approved. To suggest that there will be a minimal increase in emissions is
unrealistic and unsupported by any evidence.
Comment: The DEIR is also woefully deficient in its discussion of the potential
health impacts to more sensitive members of the community, especially the impact
on children. The DEIR discusses “sensitive receptors” and “sensitive populations”
noting only those closest to the boundary of JWA, specifically mentioning a
residential development approximately 855 feet from the boundary of JWA and
airport workers. In response, there have been numerous studies conducted and
published in peer-reviewed scholarly journals about the serious health issues
caused by airports, over flights, departures and arrivals on children and adults in
communities under the flight paths. These studies have confirmed that children
suffer cognitive deficits and respiratory illnesses, while the general population
suffers undue stress, heart disease, high blood pressure, cognitive decline, auditory
problems, heart attacks, strokes and greater cancer risk. Similarly, research studies
have concluded that the adverse health affects from airport pollution are present
within 10 miles of an airport. There are thousands of children in schools well within
a distance of 10 miles from the JWA departure paths and thousands of people who
live under the flight paths.
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Questions:
a. In arriving at the conclusion that the environmental impact of the GAIP is
“less than significant,” what consideration has been given to the schools,
athletic fields, parks and residential areas located within a close proximity
and under the flight paths of JWA? If the impact these populations have not
been considered, why not?
b. Although noise is discussed in the Sensitive Receptors section of the DEIR,
including the impact to schools, why isn’t there an in depth discussion of
health concerns especially as they relate to children?
c. Did the County in the preparation of the DEIR review and consider recent
research concerning the health and welfare of populations living within a
close proximity of airports? Within 10 miles of JWA?
d. What is the true net increase in pollutants from the new aircraft population
departures from JWA as the fuel mixture is different and heavier in carbon
and particulate pollutants?
e. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the added pollution
that would result from the increase in GA jet aircraft combined with the
existing commercial fleet? If no, why not?
f. In preparing the DEIR, was there any consideration of the impact of
increased noise levels that would result from nighttime flights of GA jet
aircraft? If no, why not?
5. Flight Patterns.
Comment: Although the DEIR states there will be no change in flight patterns, it is
unclear as to the flight patterns that were used for its analysis. It is also unclear
what flight patterns would be followed by GA jet aircraft upon approval of the GAIP.
Clarification is needed to assess the differences between GA and commercial aircraft
departure patterns and how they might change upon approval of the GAIP.
Questions:
a. Will the GA jet aircraft added to JWA through the GAIP follow the existing
flight patterns presently used by commercial jets as mandated by the SoCal
Metroplex?
b. If the GA jet aircraft added through the GAIP will follow the flight patterns
mandated under the SoCal Metroplex, has there been any consideration as to
the impact that will be caused by the increase in air traffic over Newport
Beach? If no, why not?
c. Will there be any changes in GA flight patterns if the GAIP is approved? If yes,
what will be the changes?
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Thank you for your consideration of my comments and questions. Please keep me
informed of all developments related to this DEIR, including public notices in
regards to the GAIP and the Notice of Availability of the Final EIR.
Sincerely,

______________________________________________ (include your name, home and email
addresses
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Comments on the
Environmental Impact Report
Sent to Others

Comments Received

COMMENTS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
SENT TO OTHERS
To ensure all comments on the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) are properly
responded to, the directions on the website, all hand-out materials, and in the Draft Program EIR
identified that comments were to be directed to Ms. Lea Choum at the Airport or submitted to
the Airport email address EIR627@ocair.com. This allowed there to be a central location at the
County for all comments. There was one letter sent directly to Supervisor Bartlett and the Airport
was not copied. Supervisor Bartlett forwarded the comment letter to the Airport. Although it
may not have been intended as a comment on the Draft Program EIR, because the County
received it during the public review period, written responses have been prepared to the issues
raised in the comment letter.
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