
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  February 28, 2017 

 

  July 18, 2017 

  GH17563-G 

 

A and T Development LLC 

c/o Pacific Crest Consultants 

23622 Calabasas Road, #100 

Calabasas, California  91302 

 

 

Subject: Response to City of Los Angeles Review Letter, Proposed Private Street 

1437 for Access to 1830 N. Blue Heights Drive; PT NE 1/4 Sec 7, T1S, 

R14W (Arb 23); 1830 N. Blue Heights Drive, Los Angeles, California. 

 

Reference: Reports by Grover-Hollingsworth and Associates, Inc.: Geologic and Soils 

Engineering Exploration, Proposed Single-Family Dwelling, Swimming 

Pool and Retaining Walls, dated August 4, 2016; Response to City 

Correction Letter and Revised Basement Wall Designs, Proposed 

Residential Development, dated November 15, 2016; and Geologic and 

Soils Engineering Exploration, Proposed Private Street 1437, dated        

April 20, 2017. 

 

 City of Los Angeles: Correction Letter, dated September 13, 2016 (Log 

#94559); Approval Letter, dated December 14, 2016 (Log #94559-01); and 

Review Letter, dated May 18, 2017 (Log #97204). 

 

Gentlemen: 

 

This letter presents our responses to the above-referenced recent City of Los Angeles 

Review letter concerning the private street project.  These responses follow a meeting with 

the reviewers on June 22, 2017.  We  have revised the geologic map and sections to reflect 

the current civil plan for the soil nail wall above Blue Heights Drive prepared by Obando 

and Associates, Inc., dated June 8, 2017. 

 

Our responses are provided below on an item-by-item basis. 

 

Engineering Geology                                                            Geotechnical Engineering 
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Item 1:  Revise the Geotechnical Map(s) to show the proposed soil nail wall.  The 

Geotechnical Map(s) shall be based on the updated Private Street Map. 

 

Response:  As discussed above, the geologic maps have been revised to reflect the planned 

soil nail wall. 

 

Item 2:  Revise the Private Street Map to include all the proposed retaining, slough and soil 

nail walls. 

 

Response:  The current Civil Plan for the Private Street depicting the proposed retaining, 

slough and soil nail walls is attached.   

 

Item 3:  Justify why a reduced setback is recommended for the retaining wall foundation 

setback from the descending slopes. 

 

Response:  The proposed retaining walls along the downslope side of the Private Street are 

a maximum of 4 feet high.  Those walls will be supported by friction piles and will be 

provided with a grade beam that extends to bedrock.  Since the walls will retain a maximum 

of 6 to 8 feet of earth and the piles will bear in granitic bedrock, it seems unreasonable to 

require a horizontal foundation setback of up to 40 feet (requiring up to 30-foot-deep piles).  

We therefore recommended a maximum foundation setback of H/6 to 20 feet.  If a greater 

pile depth is required by the structural engineer to resist the applied loading that greater 

depth will govern. 

 

Item 4:  Revise traffic surcharge recommendations in accordance with Information Bulletin 

P/BC 2017-141. 

 

Response: We discussed this issue with the principal geotechnical reviewer for the City.  

We understand that our recommended traffic loading is acceptable, but that it must be 

applied to the full wall height.  Since the full above and below grade wall height is less than 

10 feet, our recommended design should be acceptable. 

 

Item 5:  Provide calculations to support the recommendations for temporary excavations in 

bedrock. Additionally, provide recommendations for traffic surcharged temporary 

excavations exposing fill and/or weathered bedrock. 
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Response:  The excavations for the retaining walls along the downslope side of the 

roadway will locally penetrate fill.  Weathered bedrock is not anticipated in the area of those 

walls.  The fill should be trimmed to a 1:1 gradient and traffic loadings should not be 

allowed within 3 feet of the top of the cut.  Shoring will not be used in areas of fill since the 

fill will be removed and recompacted upslope of the wall. 

 

Item 6:  Provide a geologic map and cross section/s showing the location of the proposed 

soil nail retaining system.  Specify the length of the soil nails on the geologic cross-

section(s) and show drainage behind the soil nail wall. 

 

Response:  The geologic maps and applicable cross sections have been revised to show the 

location of the soil nail facing.  The soil nail lengths and spacing on the sections are in 

conformance with the analyses provided in our referenced report.  The necessity to show 

drainage on the sections was discussed in our meeting and it was determined that the 

drainage discussion in the referenced report is sufficient. 

 

Item 7:  Provide elevations to show the location of the proposed soil-nails, including the 

proof and verification nails.  The geologic map shall also show the location of “proof” and 

“verification” soil nails. 

 

Response:  The locations of the proof and verification nails will be shown on the 

engineered soil nail wall plans once the use of a soil nail system is conceptually approved.  

We provided recommendations for the spacing of proof and verification nails in our 

referenced report. 

 

Item 8:  Revise recommendations for instrumentation and monitoring program.  No less 

than one inclinometer shall be installed above the soil nail wall. 

 

Response:  The need for an inclinometer was discussed in our meeting.  It is our 

understanding that inclinometers are required by the City where structures are planned in 

close proximity to the soil nail wall.  Any future residence on the site above the soil nail 

wall will be located on or near the pad which is situated 40 to 50 feet above the top of the 

soil nail wall.  Due to the height of the descending slope, relative to the descending slope, 

the downslope side of any future structure will require minimum 30-foot-deep friction piles 










































